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Blue Gate Fields Infant School


Key Stage One Policy

Agreed by staff
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Date March 2026

Review Date March 2028
         This policy is the responsibility of the Head teacher 
Please read in conjunction with the Learning policy and Inclusion policy
Aims 
Key Stage 1 includes both Year 1 and Year 2. The children who attend these settings will already have a range of experiences, skills and interests; therefore a well-planned and resourced curriculum is essential if their learning is to be moved forward. Most of the children enter Key Stage 1 from The Foundation Stage in our school so the curriculum takes account of the EYFS curriculum that the children have experienced.
In KS1 we recognise that the curriculum comprises all the learning and experiences that we plan for our children.  

Our overarching aims are to provide a curriculum that will appropriately:

· Foster and promote children's physical, intellectual, cultural, social and emotional development, allowing them to establish the skills and attitudes to become independent life-long learners.
· Prepare children to operate effectively as citizens.
· Maximise achievement, make learning an enjoyable experience and encourage a sense of personal fulfilment and well-being.
Objectives  
To meet such multidimensional aims and ensure that our curriculum is accessible to all learners, it is our intention that it should:
 
· Provide breadth both in the range of subjects it offers, and in the style of learning: children will learn in many different ways; out of doors, through play, by doing, by watching and by listening, formally and informally, in small groups, in class groups, from each other, from adults (teachers and others), before and after school.  
· Be appropriate for the developmental stage of the children. 
· Provide continuity and progression; build upon previous learning revisiting skills, knowledge and experiences, and move onwards to the next stages.
Planning    
At KS1 the curriculum is designed and planned to equip the pupils with the knowledge, skills and experiences they need to give them access to, and allow them to operate within the range of contexts for learning identified above. The Programmes of Study from The National Curriculum for England provide the framework for our curriculum. We use the Kapow schemes of work which have been devised for each year group. 

The curriculum, which underpins all future learning, supports, fosters, promotes and develops the children’s:

· Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development
· Positive Attitudes and dispositions towards their learning
· Social Skills
· Attention skills and persistence
· Understanding of the arts
· Understanding of English, communication and languages
· Historical, geographical and social understanding
· Mathematical understanding
· Understanding of physical development, health and wellbeing
· Scientific and technological  understanding
· Ability to be successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve,
· Ability to be confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives,
· Ability to be responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society
Teachers plan co-operatively, to ensure that there is equality of opportunity for all children in the year group. Teachers are expected to adapt this planning for their own class where appropriate. Assessments, both formal and informal, are used to inform the planning. Staff understand the value of including cross curricular links and ensuring that children develop a love of learning through their teaching. There is a trip planned each half term to enhance the curriculum and give children access to the wider world. 

Teaching  
We know that children learn best when learning activities are well planned, ensuring progress in the short, medium and long term and differentiation offers all children the opportunity to make progress in their learning. Current learning at Blue Gate is related to specific objectives and contextualised learning.

•Short term planning is flexible and reflects assessment
• Exemplified text-types and writing units are used
• Banks of vocabulary and a working wall based display is used to support children’s learning
• Children are engaged through a wide range of modes such as: drama, oral presentation, visual, and kinaesthetic activities
• Drama and oracy offer daily opportunities for children to explore language around relevant concepts
• Talk for writing is used in partner and group situations. Discussion is modelled and structured
•Curriculum skills are modelled and exemplifications displayed
•Evidence of children’s assessments across each phase is moderated termly, using an agreed whole school approach. In KS1 we are moderating writing with other local schools.
•Marking reflects acknowledgement of achievement at all levels

“We are all aiming to teach excellent lessons.”



Guidelines for teaching excellent lessons 
· Learning Objectives must be written on the board and explained to the children. References are made to previous and future learning.
· Success Criteria can be used to help the children know what is expected from them, and ensure consistency across classes. Children can be asked to work out their own success criteria thinking about ‘what makes good’ 
· Talk about key phrases that the children will need to use. Write these on the board.
· Ensure you are clear about what you are going to teach – good subject knowledge.
· Make sure explanations are clear and understood by the children.
· Use resources to help children to understand or make demonstrations clear.
· Make sure all the children are comfortable and can see the teacher.
· Use open ended questions – this encourages deep learning as opposed to closed questions which encourage shallow learning.
· Make sure teaching is exciting, with imaginative and interactive strategies used.
· Children are involved in the lesson and are excited by their learning.
· Children need to be taught to use resources on the carpet and have routines for giving out equipment.
· All children need to join in. Activities can include –White boards –Number cards/fans.- Showing fingers –Making actions/expressions –Talk partners
· Teaching Assistants need to be actively involved during the carpet session. 

			Remember – Concentration is age + a minute.

		Children can sit quietly without learning. Don’t let this happen

· Activities need to be interesting. This will help to motivate the children and encourage them to concentrate for longer.
· Activities need to be well resourced, colourful and exciting. Again, this will help to motivate.
· Activities must be differentiated. This could be by activity or by outcome. There should be a mixture during the week. This means that all children are able to succeed and be challenged.
· Activities must always support children to achieve the learning objective.
· Children should be learning to work independently. When supported, the adult should be helping them to learn how to work on their own the next time.
· There should be a balance during the week of written and practical activities for all the children in the class. 
· Some tasks should be open ended. This encourages deep learning and thinking.
· There is the same high level of teaching in independent group activities.
· Teachers make quick, accurate assessments of the progress being made.
· Children make good progress.
· Children are challenged at all levels (particularly the higher achieving children)
· The pace of the lesson is appropriate.
· Children are enthusiastic about the activity and understand what they are learning.
· ICT is used appropriately. This includes the use of the Interactive White Board and the Chrome books for the children to use.
· Children use self-assessment to evaluate their own progress.
· There should be evidence that children are able to apply skills they have learned, not just record what they have been taught.

Support staff
· The teacher has the responsibility for ensuring that support staff understand how they will help the child. They should not be doing the work for the child.
· Support staff, particularly Teaching Assistants, must work with all groups in their class. This helps all staff to see the expectations from the top groups and show where lower ability groups are working towards.

The purpose of the plenary is to help the children reflect on their learning and review their achievements.

· It may be more appropriate for the children to stay at their desks for the plenary rather than returning to the carpet.
· The plenary needs to be planned for in the same way as other parts of the lesson. 
· The children need to be reminded of the learning intention or asked to explain what the learning intention was.
· They need to understand how the activity helped them to achieve the learning intention.
· Make sure that this doesn’t become a time for show and tell. Concentrate on asking what the children have learned rather than what they have done.
· Use this time for you and support staff to assess what the children have learned.
· You may want to address any misconceptions in learning that you noticed during the activity part of the lesson.
· Use a balance of open and closed questions. Remember that open questions help the children to reflect on their learning and develop their thinking skills.
· Extend the children’s learning by helping them to use the skills they have learned in one context in the lesson in other situations.
· Explain how what they have learned fits in with previous and future lessons. This helps the children make sense of what they are learning. Refer to the Learning Journey.







Use of Groups in the Classroom

· Groups can be used for educational and managerial purposes. It is important that the reason for the group has been considered by the class teacher and that in most cases, the groups are decided on with the educational purpose in mind.
· There are a range of groups that can be used: e.g. 	

Mixed ability – This can be teacher directed or chosen by the children. It can be useful for some activities to allocate roles to children e.g. note taker or leader.

Ability Groups – These are necessary for reading groups where the children need to be working at the same level. This means that in some instances there may be fewer, or occasionally more, than 6 children in the group. If teachers are using ability groups, then it is important that there are different groups for different subjects. Children often perform differently in Maths and Literacy for example. Again, although teachers may want to have groups of 6 for managerial reasons, we need to make sure that children are working at an appropriate level within their group.

Pairs – Children can be asked to work in pairs and then feedback either their combined views or each other’s view to the rest of the class. 

Trios – Children can be asked to work in threes in a variety of different ways. They can be given different roles in the group or asked to work collaboratively. 

Cross curricular links 
Much of the learning is delivered through topics or themes. Cross-curricular approaches, where children revisit learning in a range of contexts, encourages pupils to:

-Sustain and build their learning. 
-Apply their knowledge and skills across subject areas. 
-Where a wide range of subjects are delivered, the time allocated to any individual subject is necessarily reduced; however, by carefully combining the overlapping aspects of disciplines through our topics we are in effect able to increase the time children spend on learning in particular subjects. 


Parents 
We aim to work in partnership with parents and carers to ensure the best outcomes for children. Termly parent conferences are an opportunity for teachers and parents to discuss the progress that the children are making and to suggest ways in which parents can support their child at home.  Parent volunteers support in class on a regular basis and parents are encouraged to accompany the class on trips. 

Equal Opportunity
Blue Gate Fields Infant School ensures that all pupils have access to the curriculum. We aim to create effective learning environments that are relevant and motivating. We value the cultural and linguistic diversity of all pupils and aim to remove barriers to individual success.
At Blue Gate Fields Infants School we believe that language and literacy is fundamental to the overall development of the child and their access to the curriculum in all its aspects. Staff who are Bengali speakers offer bilingual support where necessary. 

Assessment
The monitoring of each child’s progress is essential throughout Key Stage 1 to ensure that they are making progress and that any difficulties in any of the areas of learning can be identified and addressed. The Foundation Stage profile is used on entry alongside KS 1 entry assessments. Assessing Pupil Progress is then used throughout the Key Stage for ongoing assessments, with a sample of children, cumulating in an end of key stage assessment level that takes into account the statutory SATS test in Maths and English. All other subjects have their own ongoing assessments, which are completed. New children are assessed on entry.

Moderation
Key Stage 1 staff meet regularly to moderate their judgments. The data is then entered on to the pupil tracker every term to track pupil progress. Every term pupil progress meetings are held and, if there are concerns about a child’s progress, these are discussed by Year Group staff and the Senior Management Team. (See Assessment Policy)
The data gathered from day to day observations, formal observations, marking children’s work (see marking policy), and APP supports the class teacher with identifying ability groups, planning work and setting the children individual targets. Strategies to support pupils who are not making sufficient progress are put in place as necessary.

Standards and progress

In order to sustain the high level of attainment our ‘expected’ levels of progress are deliberately challenging. We acknowledge that some children, particularly those with additional needs, may not make the expected progress each term. 








           Progress Indicators Attainment at the end of Nursery
	Below
	12
3 – 4 years

	Expected
	13
3 – 4 years



	Reception
	Attainment at the end of Reception

	Below
	15
4 – 5 years

	Expected
	                                          16
                                   4 – 5 years









	Year One 
	Attainment at the end of year 1

	Below 
	                                 18 and below

	Expected
	                                 19

	Greater Depth
	                                 20



	Year Two 
	Attainment at the end of year 2 

	Below 
	21 and below

	     Expected 
	22

	Greater Depth
	23



Coverage of Letters and Sounds for Blue Gate Fields Infants.
Nursery-Phase1
Summer – begin phase 2 for more able children

Reception
Autumn-Phase 2 Phase 3 (more able children)  Spring-Phase 3 Phase 4 (more able children)
Summer- finish Phase4 begin Phase 5

Year 1
Autumn-Transition- Phase 5  Spring-Phase 5
Summer- finish phase 5 begin Phase 6

Year 2
Autumn 1-Recap. Phase 5-one a day for the first half term
Autumn 2 Onwards-Phase 6




This Key Stage One Policy was approved by governors in March 2026 and signed by the chair of governors.

……………………………….. …………………. Chair of governors.

…………………………………………………….  Date

It will be reviewed in March 2028 or sooner in the case of new information, changes or legislation. 
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