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Policy Statement

We believe Early Years education is very valuable, as children need high quality learning experiences. Children are enthusiastic learners and they need to be in an environment where their own ideas are valued and developed. The curriculum needs to start with what a child can do rather than what he/she cannot.
Young children learn best what they are actively engaged in their own learning so that their own curiosity is stimulated and extended. Play allows children to take control of their learning. Early Years provision should support and extend knowledge, understanding, skills and confidence. Children need time to observe, practice and consolidate their learning.
Aims
- We aim to provide an environment where there is a supportive and inviting atmosphere, where every child and adult feels secure, valued and confident.

· We aim to give children a positive attitude to school and a desire to learn.

· We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, which will promote the child’s social, emotional, intellectual and physical development, including those with SEND.

-   We aim to work towards a good quality partnership between the school, children, parents and carers.

- We aim to ensure that no child is excluded or disadvantaged.

Objectives

To develop in children an enjoyment of books and reading.

To develop children’s confidence as communicators.

To establish good home/school relationships, working together with parents as partners in educating their child.

To secure a smooth transition from home/nursery to school.

To enable the child to become an independent learner.

To develop children’s attention skills and persistence.

To encourage the child to co-operate with others in their learning and play.

To encourage parental involvement.

To assess children’s ongoing work through observations and diagnostic marking comments.

To provide opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors.
Curriculum Statement

We aim to give the children a broad and balanced curriculum:-

“To be effective, an early years curriculum needs to be carefully structured. In that structure, there should be 3 strands of provision for the different starting points from which children develop their learning; building on what they can already do, relevant and appropriate content which matches the different levels of young children’s needs; and, planned and purposeful activity which provides opportunities for teaching and learning both indoors and outdoors”. (Early Learning Goals).

The period from age 3 to the end of the Reception Year is described as the Foundation Stage. The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected of most children by the end of the Foundation Stage.

There are 7 areas of learning within the EYFS:

· Communication and language;
· Personal, social and emotional development;

· Physical development;

· Literacy;

· Understanding of the world;

· Mathematics;

· Expressive Arts and Design.

The seven areas help practitioners plan the learning environment, activities and experiences and provide a framework for the Early Years Curriculum. The 3 prime areas are communication and language; personal, social and emotional development and physical development. These areas are closely linked to one another and are central to all other areas of learning and development. The 4 specific areas are literacy; mathematics; understanding the world and expressive arts and design.
Access to these inter-related curriculum areas, should occur through first hand stimulating experiences which are enjoyable and satisfying. The children should have many planned activities in which to interact and learn from each other. They should participate in practical activities and purposeful play, some planned by adults and also those in which they plan or initiate themselves. The children should learn skills and have opportunities to consolidate and extend their learning experiences and knowledge, both inside the classroom and outside. Children have access to the outside area for most of the day. Through play children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them to make sense of the world.
Communication and Language 
This area includes making opportunities for all children to talk and to communicate their thoughts, feelings and ideas in a range of situations and to extend the range of their vocabulary. We will plan for activities which will encourage good use of oral language across the curriculum and ensure there is a language rich environment at all times. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children should learn about themselves and their families, and about their immediate and local environment. Opportunities will be provided for children to work alone and in small and large groups. Care is taken to accommodate/respect children’s particular religious and cultural beliefs and they will learn about the major festivals and celebrations of different religions. They will also learn about sharing, forming friendships, and respecting themselves and others, by co-operating and working alongside others and listening to each other. We will provide books and displays that have positive images that can challenge children’s thinking and all resources are carefully chosen and reviewed.
We will aim to encourage children to become confident to try new activities and to form good relationships with adults and peers. We value the ability to work as part of group/class, to take turns and to be able to share fairly. The children will be encouraged to follow the agreed values and codes of behaviour, and to understand what is right and wrong. We will also encourage self-help skills such as being able to dress and undress independently.
Physical Development

Children need to be active and relevant activities will be set up inside and outside the classroom area. Children will begin to use a variety of equipment with increasing control to develop their gross motor skills. They will also learn to use tools and materials safely with increasing fine motor control.
Children will be shown the importance of keeping healthy and how we can achieve this. Reception children have a regular PD hall time as well as the sessions outside the classroom to explore climbing apparatus, wheeled vehicles etc.
Literacy
We will encourage children to share and enjoy books, rhymes, poetry, stories and non-fiction with their friends, retell stories and read quietly to themselves. We follow the EYFS guidance and support the children’s learning through shared reading, class stories, use of story props and reading activities which encourage their understanding of reading. Nursery children take a reading book home every day in their book folder and parents are encouraged to share the book with their child and comment. Reception children take a reading book (decodable phonic book) and a story book home. Children are encouraged to listen with enjoyment and respond to stories, songs, rhymes and poems etc. They will also take home Tricky words to learn to support their reading and writing. Parents will be invited into classes to observe reading and phonic sessions, so they will be able to support their children more at home.
We encourage children to write in a variety of situations. Daily writing opportunities are available in the writing area and other areas of the classroom as well as adult focused activities. Children will be involved in individual mark making, shared writing and book making. 
The reception children also have a daily Phonics session following the letters and sounds guidance. Children are encouraged to use their phonic knowledge in their writing and reading activities. Nursery children start to have focused phonic sessions in the spring term.
Mathematics
Children begin to explore early mathematical language and concepts through practical activities which develop their understanding of number, measurement, pattern, shape and space. They need also to develop the skills of sorting, matching, ordering and counting. We will provide a variety of opportunities and planned activities to develop the above skills as well as materials to explore the concepts of shape, size and measures and such activities as mathematical rhymes and songs. We follow the EYFS guidance to plan all our mathematical activities.
Maths sessions take place throughout the year to engage parents in numeracy activities with their children and also to help them support their children at home. 
Understanding the World

Children will be encouraged to develop the skills, attitudes and concepts which support their understanding of science through observing, questioning, hypothesizing, planning and investigating, interpreting and communicating their ideas.

The children will explore their immediate natural environment, living things, materials and their properties as well as using their senses to explore around them. The children will be encouraged to experience a variety of textures and tactile materials such as dough, cornflour, jelly etc. All classes have sand and water trays for the children to explore different learning opportunities.

They will be encouraged to find out about their environment, to ask questions and talk about the features they like/dislike. All children will be encouraged to design and construct models using a variety of materials and tools (emphasising safety) and to select appropriate resources. They will become familiar with using the computer keyboard and mouse etc., and use a variety of programs and the internet. All classes have an interactive whiteboard and have access to Fire tablets and IPads.
Expressive arts and design
This area includes art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative play. We would expect the children to experiment with a wide variety of materials, be involved in making models, painting, drawing and printing. Children should be given sufficient time to explore and develop their own ideas. They should be encouraged to respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch and feel. We will encourage the children to explore drama and imaginative play through structured self selected role play situations and to learn songs, rhymes and to make and use instruments to develop their understanding of music. They will listen to different styles of music and be introduced to clapping patterns and to recognizing and exploring how sounds can be changed.

Planning
Our curriculum is planned through a series of themes and topics, each of which offer experiences in all seven areas of learning. Teachers and nursery nurses plan together to provide a linked series of activities over each half term, week and day. Staff ensure that all children are encouraged to experience all areas of the curriculum during the week, although they may not experience them each day. We plan a mixture of focussed, directed and independent activities and children’s choices are carefully recorded to ensure a balanced programme. 
Children learn by doing, by exploring, playing, negotiating, watching, copying and demonstrating. We must meet these needs by making sure that the curriculum provides a wide range of opportunities for play, talk and exploration with many different materials in a variety of groupings and situations.

There are three different levels of planning, long, medium and short. The whole team is involved at each level. The yearly overview sheets are linked closely to the EYFS guidance and the Medium term plans are based on these with clear focussed learning intentions. Weekly plans are evaluated and observations and assessments inform daily plans. Time is given at the end of each half term to complete the medium term planning for the following term. The yearly overview will be reviewed at the end of each year. 

Effective planning should ensure that each curriculum area is sufficiently covered. The Foundation Stage team plan daily and weekly to evaluate progress towards our medium term goals and individual children’s needs. 
By the end of the reception year children build up their literacy and numeracy sessions (To aid the smooth transition to Key Stage one). This is built up gradually during the previous term. All elements of literacy and numeracy are taught separately previous to this. 
We have clear intentions about the outcomes for the children. Each activity has a focussed learning intention beginning with-

To be able to

To be aware of 

To know

To understand

All children have access to the activities offered. We monitor and intervene where necessary to ensure that planned intentions and outcomes are met.

Assessment 
Careful assessment is based on regular observations of the children to ensure continuity and progression. This ensures that future planning reflects identified needs. From the moment that children enter the setting, we involve parents in discussion about their learning. Careful observation, assessment and record keeping build upon this information.
When children first enter the nursery, staff complete observations to contribute towards the baseline data. All children are observed and comments made within the first half term of the children settling. Staff discuss the child with the parents and all members of staff contribute to this.
Throughout each year staff make continuous assessments of what children understand, know and can do and keep detailed records of progress across the curriculum. At the end of each term, children are assessed in areas of the curriculum using the EYFS profile levels for reception children and the Development Matters statements for the nursery children. All staff are involved in using the observations collected over the term to build up a picture of each child’s achievements.
Each class keeps samples of work, which contain a wide range of evidence that we share with parents at parental consultation meetings.
We are using the Tapestry system. We encourage the parents to contribute photos or work the children have completed at home.
Parents receive an annual report that offers brief comments on each child’s progress in each area of learning. It highlights the child’s strengths and development needs and gives details of the child’s general progress. We complete these in June and share with parents in July each year. Throughout the year the child’s observations are shared with parents in informal before and after school discussions. Parents can also access the Tapestry system online.
Inclusion in the Foundation Stage

In the Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children, so that most achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the stage. Some children progress beyond this point. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.

E.A.L. 
We value the diversity of languages spoken, read and written by the children and ensure that the curriculum is made accessible to children whose first language is not English, through careful planning to match their individual needs and stages of learning. We will provide opportunities for children to develop and use their home language in their play and learning. Bilingual support is available in Bengali to extend children’s vocabulary, translate instructions and support their understanding. Our aim is that all children should become proficient in English. 

S.E.N.D.
We believe all children should have equal access to the curriculum. The children are taught according to their learning needs and if children have special educational needs extra help is given to them. We follow school procedures for identifying and supporting children with special needs.

If a child has extreme special needs then he/she will be assessed and an EHCP for support will be written about the child who will then receive additional support. We meet once a term with the INco to discuss individual children. We feel it is essential that children with difficulties be identified as soon as possible and appropriate advice and support are given. We aim to involve parents at every stage of assessment.

We meet the needs of all our children through:

· planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence

· using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs

· providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them to learn effectively

· providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is valued

· using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping

· planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance of their language and communication skills

· Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary. This involves outside agencies for special educational needs for some of our children. 

Behaviour
All classes follow the school’s behaviour policy and guidelines. 
We expect all children to behave in a way that enables the school to be an orderly and happy place where effective teaching and learning can take place.

Our aim is that they will develop self-discipline and learn to co-operate, to care and to show consideration for others.

Children who bite other children in school will be sent home for the rest of the day. 
Equal Opportunities
We strongly believe all children have an equal right to access the curriculum. We aim to value the children’s cultural backgrounds and also to encourage boys and girls to take part in all areas of the curriculum.
Staffing
The staff in the Foundation Stage at Blue Gate Fields Infants School work together as a team. There are four teachers, nine nursery nurses (some are part time) and six teaching assistants (3 full time and 3 part time). Tower Hamlets recommends the ratio of one adult to eight children in nursery. All staff liaise before completing individual records and reports to parents. 

All Foundation Stage staff have opportunities for in-service training to update and develop their skills. Any relevant ideas are trialled within the setting. There are formal and informal opportunities within the school to share good practice and expertise. 
Parents  
We believe that all parents have an important part to play in the education of their child. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the children. We do this through:

· talking to parents about their child before their child starts school

· the staff visits all children in their home setting prior to their starting school in the nursery

· inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term their child starts school

· offering parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress in class

· encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns. Parents receive a report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of each school year

· staggering the starting time of each child, so that the teacher can welcome each child individually into our school. We encourage parents to stay if there are problems with the child’s settling and to discuss this with the class teacher.
· arranging a range of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration between child, school and parents

· offering a range of activities that support the involvement of parents 

We encourage an early dialogue with parents in order to support the child through the important changes that starting school will bring. Parents are encouraged to talk to the staff on a regular, informal basis such as when they come to school to bring / collect their child.
Parents are encouraged to be involved in school life by - 

· informal daily meetings

· regular school newsletters

· letters sent home
· parents notice board
· sharing what their child has done
· end of year report meetings

· sharing books with their child 
· accompany their child on visits

· coming to school class assemblies
· watching phonics, writing or maths sessions within their child’s class
Bilingual support is always available.

Parents are encouraged to help their child at home by: 

·  sharing their reading books, discussing the pictures in their home language and encouraging the child to talk about what they see and what they think will happen next
· learning their Tricky words
· talking to their child about everything, answering their questions and making ordinary experiences into learning experiences, e.g. laying the table
· telling them stories, singing them songs

· encouraging them to draw and write

· encouraging them to write their letters and their name.
This EYFS Policy was approved by governors in March 2026 and signed by the chair of governors.

……………………………….. …………………. Chair of governors.

…………………………………………………….  Date

It will be reviewed in March 2028 or sooner in the case of new information, changes or legislation. 

