[bookmark: _GoBack]Understanding the world – ongoing throughout the year.

People and Communities
· Encourage your child to talk about their own home and community life, and to find out about other people’s experiences. 
· Encourage your child to develop positive relationships with community members, such as fire fighters.
· Encourage your child to share their feelings and talk about why they respond to experiences in particular ways.
· Talk to your child about why some people may need extra help or support for some things, or why some people feel upset by a particular thing. 
· Help your child to see the ways in which your culture and beliefs are similar to others.

The World
· Provoke an awareness of features of the environment in your home and immediate local area, e.g. make visits to shops or a park. 
· Introduce vocabulary to enable your child to talk about their observations and to ask questions. Help them to notice and discuss patterns around them, e.g. rubbings from grates, covers, or bricks. 
· Observe change over time, for example, growing plants, and change that may be reversed, e.g. melting ice. 
· Help them to use appropriate words, e.g. ‘town’, ‘village’, ‘road’, ‘path’, ‘house’, ‘flat’, ’temple’ and ‘synagogue’, this will help them to make distinctions in their observations. 
· Help your child to find out about the environment by talking to people, examining photographs and simple maps and visiting local places. 
· Encourage your child to express their opinions on natural and built environments and give them opportunities to hear different points of view on the quality of the environment. 
· Encourage the use of words that help them to express their opinions, e.g. ‘busy’, ‘quiet’ and ‘pollution’. 
· Pose carefully framed open-ended questions, such as “How can we…?” or “What would happen if…?”

Technology
· Support and extend the skills your child develops as they become familiar with simple equipment, such as twisting or turning a knob. 
· Draw your child’s attention to pieces of ICT apparatus they see or that they use with adult supervision. 
· Encourage your child to think on the reasons why things happen or how things work. 
· Support your child to coordinate actions to use technology, for example, call a telephone number.
· Teach and encourage your child to click on different icons to cause things to happen in a computer program.
