[bookmark: _GoBack]Expressive arts and design – ongoing throughout the year.

Exploring and using media and materials
· Support your child’s responses to different textures, e.g. touching different textures with their fingers, or feeling it with their cheeks to get a sense of different properties. 
· Introduce vocabulary to enable your child to talk about their observations and experiences, e.g. ’smooth’ ‘shiny’ ‘rough’ ‘prickly’ ‘flat’ ‘patterned’ ‘jagged’, ‘bumpy’ ‘soft’ and ‘hard’. 
· Talk with your child about their growing interest in and use of colour as they begin to find differences between colours. 
· Make suggestions and ask questions to extend their ideas of what is possible, for example, “I wonder what would happen if…” 
· Support your child in thinking about what they want to make, the processes that may be involved and the materials and resources they might need.
· Talk to your child about ways of finding out what they can do with different media and what happens when they put different things together such as sand, paint and sawdust.
· Encourage your child to notice changes in properties of media as they are transformed through becoming wet, dry, flaky or fixed. Talk about what is happening, helping them to think about cause and effect.

Being imaginative
· Support your child’s excursions into imaginary worlds by encouraging inventiveness, offering support and advice on occasions and ensuring that they have experiences that stimulate their interest. 
· Help your child to gain confidence in their own way of representing ideas. 
· Help your child communicate through their bodies by encouraging expressive movement linked to their imaginative ideas. 
· Introduce descriptive language to support your child, for example, ‘rustle’ and ‘shuffle’.
