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	Name of school
	Blue Gate Fields Infant School

	Sustainability lead name
	Catherine Jones

	Date of last review
	August 2025



	Area of action
	In place? 
	Date checked
	Action required
	Individuals involved
	Additional comments

	Organising the sustainability leadership team structure

	Has a sustainability leadership team been structured?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	To ensure Climate Change is on every SLT agenda to discuss actions
	Catherine Jones
Parul Begum
Nicole Marsh
Sandra Silvestre
Terry McCarthy
	

	Has a single sustainability lead been nominated?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	
	Catherine Jones
	

	Are members of the sustainability leadership team clear on their duties?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	Review actions regularly. Discuss next steps needed
	
	

	Does the sustainability leadership team consist of both teaching and operational staff?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	
	SLT and Premises manager
	

	Does the sustainability leadership team include senior leaders?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	See above
	
	

	Implementing a whole-school approach

	Is the whole school involved and engaged in turning the school’s climate plan into action?
	Yes
	Sept 25
	Half termly assemblies  - external speakers?
School Council to discuss and generate ideas
Regular updates for staff
Children to help maintain the gardening beds and be enthused to grow their own vegetables.
Children to know they need to recycle and reuse paper / card. 
Discuss not wasting water and switching off taps after use.
Staff to switch off lights when rooms not in use.
	
	

	Does the curriculum increase pupils’ practical knowledge of sustainability and climate change?
	Yes
	Sept 25 start
	To be added to throughout the year – think of more opportunities to discuss sustainability and encourage the children to generate their own ideas.
	
	

	Are parents and the wider community involved in the school’s approach to sustainability and climate change?
	Not yet
	Sept 25 onwards
	
	
	

	Do governors and members of the SLT support and drive the school’s sustainable activity?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	Yes. Regular discussions within meetings.
	
	

	Is the SLT embedding culture change where sustainability is a priority?
	Yes
	Sept 25
	Monitoring recycling of paper and food waste
	
	

	Does climate change and sustainability feature on the agenda at key meetings?
	Yes
	Sept 25
	Every SLT agenda
Discuss in weekly briefing meetings
	
	

	Has the site manager been involved in the school’s Climate Action Plan?
	Yes
	Sept 25
	Terry monitors the recycling within the school and ensures weekly collections take place.  He monitors electric usage and switches off any lights / computers that have accidentally been left on. 
	
	

	Climate education

	Is climate education embedded throughout the curriculum?
	Not yet
	Jan 26
	To be added to throughout the year. Year groups to plan half termly the focus for each half term.
	
	

	Are pupils eager to create a greener, sustainable world and tackle the causes and impact of climate change?
	Partly
	
	Children are keen to walk / scoot to school.
They know to place their food in the food waste bin. They have vegetables, salad and fruit for lunch. They have fruit, breadsticks for snacks.
Lunches have plant based meals instead of meat.
They use the recycle boxes for paper and card
	
	

	Are pupils provided with practical opportunities to participate in activities that increase climate resilience, reduce carbon impact and enhance biodiversity?
	Partly
	
	Small groups of children will continue to litter pick within the local area. 
	
	

	Do pupils learn about nature, the causes and impacts of climate change and the importance of sustainability?
	Partly
	
	Trips to the Soane Centre linked to the science curriculum. 
Science curriculum e.g. learning about plants. DT junk modelling.
Geography – food, how the weather affects crops etc. Weather. Local area walks / nature walks.
Reuse, recycle, reduce.
	
	

	Are EYFS children provided with opportunities to develop an understanding of the world and the natural environment?
	Yes
	
	Local area walks.
Creative arts using natural objects. 

	
	

	Do staff members make use of best practice advice which demonstrates how sustainability and climate change should be incorporated into teaching in an age-appropriate manner?
	Partly
	
	See above
	
	

	Does the school offer extra curricula activities such as eco clubs or vegetable growing?
	Yes
	April 26
	Gardening Club in the summer term
EYFS have gardening beds to grow their own vegetables and flowers.
There are numerous trees on the school site and there is a hedge that surrounds the playgrounds on the school’s perimeter
	
	

	Are pupils given the opportunity to learn about sustainable food choices, recycling, adaptation projects or weather and energy monitoring?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	All paper is recycled
Food waste is recycled
Weather monitoring is included within the science curriculum.
Turning lights off when leaving the classroom. Switching aircon off.
	
	

	Are pupils given opportunities to learn outdoors?
	Yes
	Sept 25
	Sessions take place in the playgrounds and in the local area – Shadwell Park, Wapping Woods. Trips to the Soane Centre.
	
	

	Are leaders, teachers and pupils able to learn about energy efficiency, the circular economy, climate resilience and green careers?
	No
	
	
	
	To develop

	Green skills and careers

	Are pupils able to build green skills that will enable them to build careers and participate in the green industrial revolution?
	Yes
	
	Age appropriate learning within the science curriculum. This is further developed in the junior school.
	
	

	Education estate and digital infrastructure

	Are buildings within the school energy efficient?
	No
	Aug 25
	Our latest DEC has an operational rating of D (97)
This had improved from E (125)
	
	

	Does the school utilise smart meters and energy management systems to reduce usage and bills?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	The school has electric, gas and water smart meters. 
	
	

	Has the school implemented measures to alleviate poor air quality around the school premises?
	Yes
	
	All rooms are fitted with Carbon Dioxide monitors to monitor the air quality. All classrooms have access to windows that open/shut and air con is available in all rooms. This is regularly checked every 6 months to ensure it is working efficiently. Thermometers in each classroom to monitor temperatures within hot weather conditions. Children encouraged to wear sunscreen and hats and light loose clothing. Shelters in playgrounds to protect children and offer shade. There is a hedge around the school which helps to alleviate traffic pollution.
	
	

	Has the school been able to access the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme to support decarbonising the estate? 
	No
	
	Information downloaded.
	
	

	Does the school make use of best practice advice when investing money to reduce carbon emissions?
	Yes
	
	The school boilers have recently been replaced so have a good energy efficiency rating. They are regularly serviced to run efficiently. There are heat pumps in rooms. Draught excluders are used where needed.
Motion sensors are fitted to the admin part of the building so lights switch off when the room is not in use. All lights are now LED. 
	
	

	Does the school have regard to the ‘Good Estate Management for Schools’ guidance when making decisions regarding sustainable management of the estate, including energy and water efficiency, addressing ventilation and dealing with leaks?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	Smart boards and lights are switched off when not in use. Staff switch off lights when exiting their room.  The computer system switches off at 5pm. Water supply is monitored and leaks are dealt with quickly ensuring no water wastage. Discuss conserving and not wasting water.
	
	

	Does the school have contingency plans in place in the event of adverse conditions such as increased heat, flood risk or water scarcity?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	Disaster Recovery Plan in place which is regularly reviewed
	
	

	Does the school make use of any opportunities and advice to improve biodiversity, flood resilience and air quality?
	Yes
	
	Planted wild flowers. Bug hotels made and were put up in the playground. Hedges around the school. Numerous trees. 
	
	

	Has the school looked at ways in which to reduce indoor and outdoor air pollution, e.g. expanding anti-idling zones to reduce the impact of the school commute?
	Yes
	
	The school is situated on a one way system. Cars cannot idle nest to the school as this will block traffic flow. All families are encouraged to walk or scoot to school. There are sheds available to store scooters and bikes. Please see Gold Travel Plan. All trips use public transport or are walks around the local area.
We are an asthma friendly school. Lists of children with asthma are readily available. All staff are annually trained on how to support children with asthma and allergies.
	
	

	Has the school looked at delivering initiatives to increase active and safe travel to school, e.g. walking and cycling?
	Yes 
	Aug 25
	School Gold Travel Plan in place. Reviewed every year. There is a focus week every year to encourage families to walk to school. There are competitions to encourage children to bring their scooters and bikes to school.
	Gosia Inglese - lead
	

	Has the school considered heating solutions which do not utilise carbon intense fuels?
	No
	
	The boilers have been recently replaced and are running efficiently. There are heat pumps within class rooms.
	
	

	Has the school signed up to available weather and flood warnings?
	Yes
	
	BBC weather alerts
	
	

	Has the school looked at how it can reduce water usage and improve efficiency?
	Yes
	
	Discuss conserving and not wasting water in assemblies
	
	

	Operations and supply chains

	Does the school buy from procurement frameworks that offer sustainable goods and services?
	Yes
	
	Recycled paper is purchased.
All classrooms have a recycling bin for paper and card and this is regularly collected. Scrap paper used in classes.
	
	

	Does the school provide nutritionally balanced, affordable and sustainable meal choices?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	The school has an SLA with Tower Hamlets Catering service
	
	

	Is there a whole-school approach to food which promotes accountability and transparency of school food arrangements?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	Water only school with healthy snacks. No sweets, chocolate or crisps allowed. Healthy packed lunches.
	
	

	Is consideration given to sustainable practice in relation to school food contracts, preparation and practice
	Yes
	Aug 25
	SLA with Tower Hamlets Catering services
	
	

	Does the school gather data and take action on food waste whilst making use of best practice advice for sustainable waste prevention and management?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	SLA with Food Waste team
	
	

	Has the school moved away from single-use items and towards reusable alternatives where possible?
	Yes
	
	Reusable plastic cups and plates used. Children bring their own water bottles to school.
No plastic cutlery is used within school.
	
	

	Does the school reduce reliance on single-use items in favour of alternatives, e.g. second hand uniforms?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	The school does not use single use cutlery, plates or cups.
	
	Uniform shop under discussion

	Is food sourced locally where possible?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	SLA with Tower Hamlets Catering services
	
	

	Has the school invested in renewable and sustainable energy sources, e.g. solar panels and LED lightbulbs?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	All lights within the school are now  LED
	
	

	Does the school have arrangements in place for the correct recycling of glass, paper, card, plastic, metal and food waste?
	Partly
	Aug 25
	Paper, card and food waste collected weekly
	
	Plastic is under discussion

	Has the school taken measures to reduce its use of paper?
	Yes
	Aug 25
	The number of photocopies is monitored and classes have a limited amount of paper to use. Paper is reused where possible. Scrap paper boxes in use.
	
	



	Summary of findings and actions

	The school staff regularly donate to a local food bank. 
We regularly fund raise for charities.
We promote recycling and reusing where possible
Food waste is recycled.
Most meat dishes used plant based products.
There are always alternatives for children with allergies

Decarbonisation:
· Turn the thermostat down
· Ensure all lights are LED
· Use heat pumps more in classrooms and rely less on boilers.

Adaptation and resilience:
· Extreme heat – children encouraged to wear sun hats and sunscreen with light loose fitting clothing. Shelters in playgrounds to provide shade. Encourage children to drink lots of water and open windows and doors.
· As children are more vulnerable to extreme heat, monitor temperatures in rooms and air quality.

Biodiversity:
· Hedges surround the playgrounds around the perimeter. These are regularly pruned
· There are a number of trees within the school grounds
· Children have made their own insect hotels and there are some up in the playground
· Children learn about different plants and tress within the science curriculum
· Gardening beds are to be found in the EYFS playground for children to grow their own vegetables and flowers. 
· Summer term gardening after School club

Climate education and green careers:
· Assemblies to discuss climate change – causes and effects
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