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Blue Gate Fields Infant School, King David Lane, London E1 0EH
0207 790 3611
                    This prospectus is the responsibility of the Head Teacher.


Welcome to Blue Gate Fields Infant School. I am pleased to share with you some of the great things about our school.  We believe our school motto ‘Learn, Grow, Achieve,’ reminds the children, parents and staff that anything is possible in life. When children learn new skills, such as making friends, sharing toys or reading and writing, this helps them to grow and achieve.  We have high expectations for all our children, and teach them that we never stop learning and that by working hard, we can achieve our goals. Our children achieve well academically and socially and enjoy being at school. 
Our staff are dedicated professionals who are committed to the children, and work very hard to make sure that every child is happy and safe and that they are ready to learn. Our parents are extremely supportive, as are our governors. Together we work towards giving the children in our school the best possible start to their lives. 
We are a three form entry school, with 90 children in each year group. We also have a nursery with both full time and part time places. The majority of the children transfer to the junior school at the end of year Two. 
We have excellent resources and facilities and a broad and balanced curriculum which motivates and interests the children. As a result of great learning opportunities, our children are enthusiastic and successful learners. 
Please contact our school if you would like any further information.

Catherine Jones
Headteacher









School Aims

At Blue Gate Fields Infant School we are proud to be a multi-cultural, healthy lifestyle, inclusive, welcoming school with a rich and varied curriculum where everyone works together.

Our School aims are for all our children to grow into confident, knowledgeable, well-rounded individuals of the future. We want our children to be:

· Independent
· Considerate
· Responsible
· Enthusiastic
· Good listeners
· Patient
· Caring
· Positive
· Honest
· Respectful
· Eager to learn
· Confident with high self-esteem

      Please see our Aims posters displayed around the school










Staff at Blue Gate Fields Infant School
We are very fortunate to have well trained and excellent staff working with the children and parents in our school. In Nursery, each class is taught by two Nursery Nurses with a full time TA. In Reception, Year One and Year Two each class is taught by a teacher with Teaching Assistants who work with all groups of children. There are also a number of additional Teaching Assistants who work with children who have additional needs.  At lunch times there are Midday Meals Supervisors who liaise with the class teachers to make sure that the children are happy and safe at lunch times. 
If you would like to talk to your child’s class teacher it is best to talk to them after school or call and make an appointment if this is easier for you. 

Senior Leadership team

7

Head teacher 		Catherine Jones
Deputy Head teacher	Parul Begum
Assistant Heads   		Sandra Silvestre and Nicole Marsh

			Middle Leadership team
	Gosia Inglese			Tricia Pring				

			Class staff
Nursery			            Reception		     Year One		        Year Two
Saleha, Emma, Anwara 	  Nicole, Niki, Shamsun	      Tricia, 	                   Sandra, 
Ripa, Naz, Amina	 	  Rehana, Liz		                 Taslima                      Gosia
Jaheda, Jenny, Natasha	  Rachel, Michelle	                Husnara and Shelina    Raquel
Amina, Halima, Moriom			                          Rahela, Sabia – HLTA, Mamataj
Earth Class – Parul, Syeda, Fateha, Eiliya, Dipa, Fateha and Kya		




School uniform 
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We encourage all the children to wear their school uniform every day.
Girls may wear a white shirt, grey trousers, skirts or pinafore dresses. Boys may wear white shirts and grey trousers. Our school jumpers, cardigans and hoodies are navy blue and can be bought from the school office.
Children will also need shorts or leggings, a T shirt and black plimsolls for PE sessions. 







Governing Body at Blue Gate Fields Infant School
Letter from the Governing Body.

It gives me great pleasure in welcoming you to Blue Gate Fields Infant School. I do so as a member of the Governing body of the school and on behalf of the Head Teacher, the school staff and the governors. The makeup of the governing body and its main functions are described below.
 The members of the governing body support the school and ensure that our pupils are at the centre of what we do so that they learn in a safe environment free from discrimination, remain healthy, have enough time to play and explore and in doing so enjoy and work towards achieving their full potential to benefit themselves and the society in which they grow.
In conjunction with the Head Teacher, the school governors are intimately involved in strategic planning and ensuring progress in real partnership with the parents, the community and those who work in the school as one team.

Governing Body at Blue Gate Fields Infant School.

Role of the Governing Body
Governors meet each half term for a full governing body meeting which all governors attend.
The Role of the Governing Body
The governing body is responsible for the conduct of its school, and must promote high standards of educational achievement at the school. It is the school’s accountable body.
Governors provide a strategic view of the school by establishing a vision and setting the purpose and aims of the school within an agreed policy framework. 
It appoints and performance manages the head teacher, agreeing the school improvement strategy which includes setting statutory targets with supporting budgets and staffing structures.
Governors monitor and evaluate the work of the school by reviewing the performance of the head teacher, the effectiveness of the policy framework, progress towards targets, and the effectiveness of the school improvement strategy.



Local Authority Governors

Gulam Hussain – Vice Chair 



Co-opted Governors

Robert Oakley – Chair        
Terry McCarthy   
Hamid Elyassi
Kazi Gous Miah  
Jusna Latif		                    
                        	                           Associate Governors  
Liz Mannion 
		     
			

	

Parent Governors 
Sharina Begum

Mohammad Monjurul Islam

Staff Governors

Catherine Jones- head
Nicole Marsh


Admissions 

Admissions Criteria (We follow Tower Hamlets admission criteria)

· First priority is given to children in public care
· Second priority is to children with Special Educational Needs. (In exceptional cases priority may be given where an exceptional social or medical need exists. This must be supported by a report from a professional.)
· Third priority is to siblings of a child who is already attending the school when the child is admitted, including the school of separate infants and junior school.
· Fourth priority is given to pupils living in the priority area of Stepney applying to their designated school. Priority is given to pupils living closest to the school as measured by the shortest walking distance to the nearest available pupil entrance in constant use.
· Fifth priority is given to children living closest to the school as measured by shortest walking distance. Accessibility by car or public transport cannot be taken into account.

Information required by parents before all stages of admission.

· Three documents verifying the family’s current address (for example, utility bill, council tax demand, rent book, child tax credit letter or income support letter). Such proof must include the parents’ full names and be no more than three months old. These will be accepted at the head teacher’s discretion.
· Telephone contact details for parents and two other emergency contacts
· Child’s full birth certificate or passport
· Details of other school age siblings
· Details of previous schools (if appropriate)
· Name and address of GP and information about any health/educational/social needs the child may have

Nursery Admissions

Children are admitted to the nursery classes at Blue Gate Fields Infant School from the age of three. 

Procedures for parents to apply for Nursery school places

· From September 2018, all Nursery admissions are handled by the Pupil Admissions Team. The school will no longer be able to take direct applications from parents.

The Tower Hamlets admission criteria is used to allocate places, with the head teacher using her right to exercise her discretion in exceptional circumstances. 

If nursery vacancies occur during the academic year, these will be offered to children on the waiting list for nursery places using the same criteria.

Because very young children require individual attention and support when they start nursery parents are expected to be available during their child’s period of settling in to assist this process. 

Reception Admissions

The Pupil Admissions Team will send application forms to parents and will then allocate places according to the admission criteria. Blue Gate Fields Infant School does not accept direct applications for admission. Children in the school’s nursery class will not automatically be given a Reception place and their parents must complete the relevant forms even if there is an older sibling in the main school. 

The changes to school admissions arrangements ensure that the LA provides fair and equal access to school places for all children. This is through the implementation of priority school admission catchment areas. Children living within the seven school Catchment areas will have priority. Children with older siblings attending the school will only receive a place if they live in the catchment area. 
In the event of oversubscription, priority will be given, to children for whom the school applied for is their nearest school within the catchment area; and then by the shortest walking distance. It reduces the possibility of a family having to undertake an unreasonable journey to school and provides equal opportunity for families living in parts of the borough where there are a limited number of schools. 

Transfer from Infant to Junior school

The local authority co-ordinates all transfers from Infant to Junior schools. Blue Gate Fields Infant School and Blue Gate Fields Junior Schools are considered as linked schools. Although children will normally transfer between linked schools, parents must still apply for a junior class place. Information packs are sent out to parents who may return these to the school, send to the LA or apply on line. Applications for a junior school place must be received by the borough by mid-January. The LA will allocate places in accordance with the admissions criteria. Parents will usually be notified of the result of their application in April.

If a parent wishes their child to attend a school other than the linked school they must also complete ‘the Common Application Form for In Year admission or In Year School Transfer to Primary School’. This form is available from the borough and the school.
   
Mid Term Admissions

There is a statutory duty for local authorities to co-ordinate all in-year admission applications – admissions which take place outside of the normal points of entry. The effect of this duty is that all applications for in-year admission are now processed centrally by the Local Authority’s Pupil Admissions Team. Places are allocated by the Pupil Admissions Team and the school is notified of the new pupil. The school will then make contact with the family and make the necessary arrangements for the admission. Parents are invited to an admission interview at school. 

Complaints/Appeals
	
There is no right of appeal against the refusal of a nursery place. If a place has been refused as the result of an error or misapplication of the admission policy, every effort should be made to rectify the situation. Parents may appeal if a child is not offered a place in Reception and Key Stage 1. Appeal forms are available from Pupil Services and appeals are considered by an independent appeals panel arranged by the LA.

Non Attendance and Removal from Roll

A nursery place may be withdrawn if a child is persistently absent and the parent confirms that the child will no longer attend. If a child qualified for social/educational/medical priority for admission or has a Child Protection Plan, the social worker or other professional must be contacted if the place is in jeopardy and the Attendance and Welfare Service should be consulted before removing the child from roll.

Children of compulsory school age may be removed from the school roll in accordance with The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006

  Names of pupils in all year groups will also be removed from roll in accordance with the school’s policy on Holidays and Extended Leave in Term Time. 

Inclusion 

Blue Gate Fields Infant School is committed to providing an appropriate and high quality education to all the children, including those with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND).  We actively seek to remove the barriers to learning and participation that can hinder or exclude individual pupils or groups of pupils. This means that equality of opportunity must be a reality for all our children. We make this a reality through the attention we pay to the different individuals and groups of children within our school:
· girls and boys;
· minority ethnic and faith groups;
· children who need support to learn English as an additional language;
· children with additional learning needs;
· able and talented children (G&T);

Children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. (SEN code of practice 2001)
Children have a learning difficulty if they:
a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of
children of the same age; or

(b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of
educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same
age in schools within the area of the local education authority

(c) are under compulsory school age and fall within the definition at (a) or (b)
above or would so do if special educational provision was not made for
them.

Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because
the language or form of language of their home is different from the language
in which they will be taught.

Definition of special educational provision:

Educational provision which is additional to, or otherwise different from, the educational provision made generally for children of their age 

Definition of Gifted and Talented (G& T):

“Children and young people with one or more abilities developed to a level significantly ahead of their year group (or with the potential to develop those abilities).

Objectives 

For children with SEND we aim to:
· Identify children’s additional needs as early as possible.
· Adapt the curriculum or use of resources to meet individual needs.
· Ensure children make good progress 
· Involve children and their parents in their learning
 



To aim to ensure that:   

· There is consistency of teaching and learning for children with G&T, special educational needs or disability across the school.
· Children with additional needs, special educational needs, G&T or those who have a disability have their learning needs met.
· Effective teaching results in reaching high expectations of progress
· Parents are fully involved in their child’s learning and are fully supported by our INCO
· Children’s previous experiences and interests are used to extend their learning.
· The classroom and school environment is stimulating and encourages children to be independent learners. Areas within the school are provided for those children who need a quiet or blank space to work in. 
· A range of learning environments are provided across the school to accommodate individual learning styles such as quiet and distraction free spaces to work in.
· Children evaluate their own learning and know what they need to do to make progress. 
· Children develop the following attitudes to learning:

· Independence
· Perseverance
· Concentration 
· Enjoyment
· Confidence

Attendance 
Regular attendance at school is essential to promote the education of all pupils.  Research shows that frequent non-attendance at school seriously affects children’s educational achievement. The School will take appropriate action when necessary in order to promote the aims of the policy. The Attendance Policy applies to all children at Blue Gate Fields Infant School.
In March 2013 Governors adopted the Penalty Notice Scheme Protocol and informed all parents of this fact in writing. Where a child has 3 days or more unauthorised leave in term time, a penalty notice will be issued. Parents are informed of this when applying for leave in term time. Penalty Notices may also be considered in cases of persistent or unauthorised absence and where there is poor punctuality. Penalty notices are issued on an individual child per parent/carer basis. Where families have more than one child who fits the criteria, multiple issuing of Penalty Notices occurs – two parents/carers who have three children who fit the criteria will therefore be liable to receiving three Penalty Notices each. The full cost of a Penalty Notice is £160 payable within 28 days but is reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days. 
The primary responsibility for school attendance lies with parents.
Parents are legally responsible to ensure that their child receives an education. Parents are committing an offence if they fail to ensure their child’s regular attendance at school and a Penalty Notice may be issued. Non-payment of a Penalty Notice will result in prosecution and the parents will receive a fine and a criminal record. 
Blue Gate Fields Infant School is committed to working with families to resolve all attendance related matters before making a referral to the Attendance and Welfare Service.
Lateness
1. Pupils arriving after the register has been taken will be considered as late. 
1. A record is kept of the actual time that a child has arrived in school.
1. Class teachers are responsible for discussing issues related to lateness with parents and explaining the impact that this has on the progress a child makes in school.  
1. Pupils arriving after 9.05 am will be expected to provide a satisfactory explanation for their lateness. Action to address lateness will be taken in line with the school’s strategy to improve punctuality. Persistent lateness can be viewed as a form of unauthorised absence and children who are continually late will be referred to the Attendance and Welfare and a Penalty Notice may be issued.
Illness
1. Parents/carers are asked to contact the school on the first day of absence to provide the reason for the absence and where possible on each subsequent day of absence.  
1. Where office staff are not aware of the reason for a child’s absence they will, wherever possible, contact parents/carers by telephone on the first day of absence. 
1. If any member of staff is concerned about a reason for absence the Head teacher should be informed.
 Medical or Dental Appointments
1. Absence from school due to a medical or dental appointment will be considered as an authorised absence.  Parents/carers are requested to provide written confirmation of these appointments. 
1. Children should not miss the whole day at school to attend medical or dental appointments. They should come to school either before or after the appointment.
1. Parents/carers are encouraged to make all medical appointments out of school hours.




 Leave During Term Time 
Leave during term time is not allowed and holidays should be taken during the school holiday periods.
The school may consider approving a request for pupils if, in the opinion of the Head teacher, there are exceptional circumstances. In such cases the Head teacher will not authorise more than 5 school days for leave taken during term time. If a child fails to return to school after an unauthorised holiday they may be removed from the school roll.
Where a child loses his/her school place the parents must reapply for admission to Blue Gate Fields Infant School. As allocation of school places is now carried out by the local authority children losing their place because of leave during term time are unlikely to be able to return to Blue Gate Fields.
Requests for Leave for Term Time during term time should be applied for using the application form obtained from the school office.
Other Absence
Other absence from school will be considered on an individual basis and a decision will be made to authorise or un-authorise the absence.
Reporting to parents 
All absences both authorised, unauthorised absence and lateness will be reported to the parent/carer at the end of the academic year within their child’s report.  
Rewards
1. The class that achieves the best attendance of the week are given a certificate. 
1. Children with 100% attendance are acknowledged in a variety of ways. 
1. Good and improved attendance is acknowledged in class with, for example, positive comments.
1. Parents are notified of attendance levels via newsletters and the playground notice board.
Attendance statistics 2025

Whole school 92.9%
KS1 		  94%.			EYFS   	90.3%

Nationally average attendance is 95% which is above our KS1 attendance and well above the Foundation Stage at Blue Gate Fields Infant School. We need our nursery and reception children to come to school every day so we are in line with national expectations.

Pupil Premium

The Government believes that the Pupil Premium, which is a sum in addition to main school funding, is the best way to address inequalities between families.  It ensures that children who receive free school meals (FSM) have extra funding to support them.  In the financial Year 2024-2025  we received £106,560.

The Governors also recognise that not all pupils who are socially disadvantaged are registered or qualify for free school meals. The Governors reserve the right to allocate the Pupil Premium funding to support any pupil or groups of pupils the school has legitimately identified as being socially disadvantaged.

It is for schools to decide how the Pupil Premium is spent, since they are best placed to assess what additional provision should be made for the individual pupils within their responsibility.

In Blue Gate Fields Infant school we employ the following interventions to narrow the gap between groups of children:

· Our Family Liaison Officer supports families, particularly where there are issues which affect attendance or the child’s welfare as this often has an impact on their learning.
· We also buy in a part time speech and language therapist to work with children and train staff because we believe helping children to become more confident speakers will help them in all areas of learning.
· We run after school enrichment clubs supervised by our teaching assistants which are very popular with all children.
· There is a breakfast club which is free for all children.
· Our Nursery Nurses, who are very experienced, work with Nursery Children.
· In KS1, Teaching Assistants work with specific children in intervention groups. There are Teaching Assistants linked with each EYFS unit, working with both Nursery and Reception children. 
· The parental engagement worker organises sessions for parents, runs coffee mornings and gives advice and support to parents. 

We use the pupil premium effectively to raise attainment.

· Children enjoy learning and have made significant progress. Children achieve well academically. Year Two children achieve higher than children nationally. 
· Children become confident speakers.
· Children develop good social skills and know how to behave in different situations.
· They are resilient and able to tackle challenges.
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Sports Funding 
From September 2013 all Primary schools have received additional funding to improve Physical Education and Sports in their schools. In 2024-2025 Blue Gate Fields Infant School received £17,700. 
We have used this additional funding to employ a specialist teacher to work with the children and teachers both during PE lessons and After School clubs. 
Working in partnership with the specialist teacher has benefitted the children and teachers by developing their skills in all aspects of PE. A good example is how children in the Reception class are able to talk about how they catch and throw a ball and what they need to do to improve their aim.  The lunch time basketball club has been instrumental in helping children to control their actions and learn to be more strategic when playing team games. 



Times of the School Day
8.00 Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club starts at 8am in the Infant Hall. Parents drop off their children to attend the breakfast club.  

8.50 School Starts 
School starts at 8.50 for all children. We ring the bell and expect that all the children are in the playground ready to line up if they are in Year One or Two or go into class if they are in Nursery or Reception.

Part time nursery places 
Morning sessions are 8.50am – 12 0’clock
Afternoon sessions are 12.00 – 3.20pm

11.30 – 1.00 Lunch Time for Full Time Nursery and Reception 
Lunch for Nursery and Reception children is 11.30 until 12.45. Nursery children eat in their classrooms while Reception children go to the hall. If you are collecting your child, please use the entrance in King David Lane, not the main entrance to the school. We aim to invite parents to have lunch with the Reception children, during the year so that they can show you how well they eat their lunch in school. Reception children are entitled to FSMs.

12.00 – 1.30 Lunch Time for Year One and Year Two 
 Year One children have lunch between 12.00 and 1.00 and Year Two children have lunch between 12.30 and 1.30pm. We encourage the children to stay for school lunch as this is an important time for them to play with their friends or join in with the sports clubs.  We aim to invite parents to have lunch with the children, during the year. All KS1 children are entitled to FSMs.



3.20 End of the School Day.
School finishes at 3.20pm. The Nursery and Reception children are collected from their classroom. Year One and Year Two children meet their parents in the playground. Please make sure that you call the school if you are going to be late or if you have asked someone else to collect your child. A code word will be given if you have asked someone else to collect your child for safeguarding reasons. This is changed on a weekly basis.

3.20pm – 4.15pm After Schools Clubs 
The children are collected from their classrooms or the playground if they are going to one of the After School Clubs. They are brought down to the main Reception area by staff at 4.15pm. If you are collecting your child, please wait outside as there is not enough space for all the parents to wait inside. 





























Home School Agreement

Dear Parents,
We want all our children and families to have a positive experience in school. 

At Blue Gate Fields Staff will:
· Treat all members of the school community with respect and tolerance.
· Work in partnership with parents.
· Keep parents informed about their child’s progress and attainment.
· Inform parents if their child is unwell or has had a serious accident.
· Provide parents with information about policies and procedures.
· Inform parents promptly of any behavioural concerns.

To help us achieve this, we ask all our parents to carefully read and consent to the following:-                                                                                                                                             

Home school Agreement - As a parent, I agree to:
· Treat all members of the school community with respect and tolerance.
· Support the school vision and aims.
· Help my child with their learning by reading with them and completing any homework given.
· Bring my child to school every day unless they are too ill to attend.
· Ensure my child is at school before 8.55 every morning and is collected promptly at the end of the day. 
· Work in partnership with the school, informing us of any concerns that you may have.

Local Trips - As part of the curriculum, children visit places of interest in the local area. 

Photographs - Staff and visitors will often take pictures of the children for use in school or in publications. We use children’s first names to avoid the child being identified outside of school.

Data Protection - I understand that information about my family will be collected, processed and stored in accordance with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998.


I have parental responsibility for  ____________________________________
                                          
                                                                                                                     Please tick 

I consent to the Home School Agreement 

I give permission for child to go on local trips	

I give permission for the school to use my child’s photographs 

I understand that information on my family will be collected, processed and 
stored in accordance with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998

                  
Signed ______________________________________  Date  __________________




Key Stage One Curriculum 

 The Key Stage One curriculum is based on the knowledge, skills and topics that the children have enjoyed in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
The curriculum supports, fosters, promotes and develops the following characteristics of learning. 
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Positive Attitudes and dispositions towards their learning
· Social Skills
· Attention skills and persistence
· Understanding of the arts
· Understanding of English, communication and languages
· Historical, geographical and social understanding
· Mathematical understanding
· Understanding of physical development, health and wellbeing
· Scientific and technological  understanding
· Ability to be successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve,
· Ability to be confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives,
· Ability to be responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society

Teaching 
We know that children learn best when learning activities are well planned, ensuring progress in the short, medium and long term and differentiation offers all children the opportunity to make progress in their learning. 
In order to enrich children’s learning, we have a specialist teacher for PE.  They enjoy these lessons as they are an opportunity to develop different skills. Children also take part in lunch time games lessons and after school clubs. 
Cross curricular links 
Much of the learning is delivered through topics or themes. Cross-curricular approaches, where children revisit learning in a range of contexts encourages children to apply their knowledge and skills across subject areas. The children visit a place of interest each half term linked to their topic. 

	Curriculum Framework – Year One 2025 – 2026 

	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Topic 
	Shadwell our local area

	Shadwell over time
	Toys, past and present
	People and their communities
	Walter Tull
	Animals and their habitats

	Trip/speakers
	Walk  around the local area
	Soanes Centre
	The Young V and A Museum
Bethnal Green
	Visit to a local church
	Freshwater theatre
	Sports Day and picnic



	Curriculum Framework – Year Two 2025-2026

	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Topics
	Seasons and weather in UK

	Fire of London

	Food journey
	 Christopher Columbus
	Moon landing
	Seas and coasts

	Trips 
	Central London walk 
	Freshwater theatre – Fire of London 
	Watney Market walk
	Freshwater theatre - pirates
	Soanes Centre
	 Sports Day
Cinema trip



	Curriculum Framework – Foundation Stage 2025-2026

	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Ourselves

	Our local Superheroes
	Once upon a time
	Transport
	Life cycles
	Around the world

	N – settling in
R - Local walks

	
R - Fire station

	
R – Stepney City farm 


	
R – Greenwich observatory 
	N – Farm
R - Soanes Centre

	N / R Sports Day






Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 


We believe Early Years education is valuable in providing children with high quality learning experiences. Children are enthusiastic learners and they need to be in an environment where their own ideas are valued and developed. The curriculum needs to start with what a child can do rather than what he/she cannot.
Young children learn best when they are actively engaged in their own learning so that their curiosity is stimulated and extended. Play allows children to take control of their learning. Early Years provision should support and extend knowledge, understanding, skills and confidence. Children need time to observe, practice and consolidate their learning.

Aims
- We aim to provide an environment where there is a supportive and inviting atmosphere, where every child and adult feels secure, valued and confident.
-  We aim to give children a positive attitude to school and a desire to learn.
 - We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, which will promote the child’s social, emotional, intellectual and physical development, including those children with SEN.
-  We aim to work towards a good quality partnership between the school, children, parents and carers.
- We aim to ensure that no child is excluded or disadvantaged.

Objectives
1. To secure a smooth transition from home / nursery to school.
2. To establish good home/school relationships, working together with parents as partners in educating their child and encouraging their involvement in school.
3. To develop children’s confidence as communicators.
4. To enable children to become independent learners.
5. To develop children’s attention skills and persistence.
6. To encourage children to cooperate with others in their learning and play.
7. To provide opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors.
8. To develop in children an enjoyment of books and reading.
9. To assess children’s ongoing work through observations.

Curriculum Statement
We aim to give the children a broad and balanced curriculum:-
“To be effective, an early year’s curriculum needs to be carefully structured. In that structure, there should be 3 strands of provision for the different starting points from which children develop their learning; building on what they can already do, relevant and appropriate content which matches the different levels of young children’s needs; and, planned and purposeful activity which provides opportunities for teaching and learning both indoors and outdoors”. (Early Learning Goals).

The period from age 3 to the end of the Reception Year is described as the Foundation Stage. The EYFS guidance sets out what is expected of most children by the end of the Foundation Stage.

There are 7 areas of learning within the EYFS:
· Communication and language;
· Personal, social and emotional development;
· Physical development;
· Literacy;
· Understanding of the world;
· Mathematics;
· Expressive Arts and Design.

The seven areas help practitioners plan the learning environment, activities and experiences and provide a framework for the Early Years Curriculum. The 3 prime areas are communication and language; personal, social and emotional development and physical development. These areas are closely linked to one another and are central to all other areas of learning and development. The 4 specific areas are literacy; mathematics; understanding the world and expressive arts and design.

Access to these inter-related curriculum areas should occur through first hand stimulating experiences which are enjoyable and satisfying. They should participate in practical activities and purposeful play, some planned by adults and also those which they plan or initiate themselves. Through play children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them to make sense of the world. We use “Tapestry” to record the children’s activities throughout the day. Parents can log on and view what the children have been learning about.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children should learn about themselves and their families, and about their immediate and local environment. Care is taken to accommodate /respect children’s particular religious and cultural beliefs and they will learn about the major festivals and celebrations of different religions. They will also learn about sharing, forming friendships, and respecting themselves and others, by co-operating and working alongside others and listening to each other. We will aim to encourage children to become confident to try new activities and to form good relationships with adults and peers. We will also encourage self-help skills such as being able to dress and undress independently.

Physical Development
Children need to be active and will begin to use a variety of equipment with increasing control to develop their gross motor skills. They will also learn to use tools and materials safely with increasing fine motor control.
Children will be shown the importance of keeping healthy and how we can achieve this. The reception children have one regular PD hall time as well as the sessions outside the classroom to explore climbing apparatus, wheeled vehicles etc. We follow the Tower Hamlets regulations and all classrooms have a copy of our outside rules available in each room.

Communication and Language 
This area includes making opportunities for all children to talk and to communicate their thoughts, feelings and ideas in a range of situations and to extend the range of their vocabulary. We will plan for activities which will encourage good use of oral language across the curriculum.

Literacy
We will encourage children to share and enjoy books, rhymes, poetry, stories and non-fiction with their friends, retell stories and read quietly to themselves. We support the children’s learning through shared reading, class stories, use of story props and reading activities which encourage their understanding of reading. Nursery children take a reading book home every day in their book folder and parents are encouraged to share the book with their child. Reception children take a decodable reading book and a story book home. Children are encouraged to listen with enjoyment and respond to stories, songs, rhymes and poems etc. They also take home tricky words to learn to support their reading and writing.
We will encourage children to write in a variety of situations. Daily writing opportunities are available in the writing area and other areas of the classroom as well as adult focused activities. 
The reception children also have a daily phonics session following the Tower Hamlets guidance. Children are encouraged to use their phonic knowledge in their writing and reading activities.

Mathematics
Children begin to explore early mathematical language and concepts through practical activities which develop their understanding of number, measurement, pattern, shape and space. They need also to develop the skills of sorting, matching, ordering and counting. We will provide a variety of materials to explore the concepts of shape, size and measures and such activities as mathematical rhymes and songs. We use White Rose to support our maths planning.

Understanding the World
Children will be encouraged to develop the skills, attitudes and concepts which support their understanding of science through observing, questioning, hypothesizing, planning and investigating, interpreting and communicating their ideas.
The children will explore their immediate natural environment, living things, materials and their properties as well as using their senses to explore around them. The children will be encouraged to experience a variety of textures and tactile materials such as dough, corn-flour and jelly etc.  All classes have sand and water trays for the children to explore different learning opportunities. 
They will be encouraged to find out about their environment, to ask questions and talk about the features they like/dislike. They will become familiar with using the computer keyboard and mouse etc., and use a variety of programs and the internet. All classes have an interactive whiteboard.

Expressive arts and design
This area includes art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative play. We would expect the children to experiment with a wide variety of materials, be involved in making models, painting, drawing and printing. Children should be given sufficient time to explore and develop their own ideas. They should be encouraged to respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch and feel. We will encourage the children to explore drama and imaginative play through role play situations, to learn songs and rhymes and to make and use instruments. 

Planning
Our curriculum is planned through a series of themes and topics, each of which offer experiences in all seven areas of learning. Teachers and nursery nurses plan together to provide a linked series of activities over each half term, week and day. Staff ensure that all children are encouraged to experience all areas of the curriculum during the week, although they may not experience them each day. Our planning incorporates focused children’s interests within the weekly planning. Every child will be a “focus child” each term. 

Children learn by doing, by exploring, playing, negotiating, watching, copying and demonstrating. We must meet these needs by making sure that the curriculum provides a wide range of opportunities for play, talk and exploration.

We have clear intentions about the outcomes for the children. Each activity has a focused learning intention beginning with-
To be able to
To be aware of 
To know
To understand
All children have access to the activities offered. We monitor and intervene where necessary to ensure that planned intentions and outcomes are met.

From September 2021, the Government have introduced a national reception baseline for all reception aged children. This must be completed within the first 6 weeks of the children starting school. This data will be compared with the KS2 SATS data when the children leave primary school.









Collective Worship 

At Blue Gate Fields Infant School we aim to develop the children’s spiritual, moral and social development, building on and valuing their own experiences and religious beliefs.

As a maintained school, Blue Gate Field Infant school is obliged by law to provide a daily Act of Collective Worship for all pupils registered at the school. This may be provided by a daily assembly or within individual classes or groups of children. Parents have the right to withdraw their child from the Act of Collective Worship. They are not obliged to give a reason. The Act of Collective Worship must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian Character. 

The Collective Worship Policy at Blue Gate Fields Infant School pays due regard to statutory requirements, and has taken account of the guidance offered by the LEA through its SACRE.

At Blue Gate Fields, collective worship, whether in an assembly or classroom is non-denominational and aims to reinforce moral values and ethics common to all religions. We also ensure that it is:

· Acceptable to the whole school community including children and staff.
· Appropriate for all the children’s ages and abilities.
· Inclusive.

Aims of Collective Worship

Collective Worship contributes significantly to the ethos of our school and it is our aim that it is a time when the school community can:

· Share common aims and values.
· Celebrate achievement and special times. 
· Explore together the world in which we live. 
· Develop a community spirit.

It is a time when the children can:

· Worship that which is considered worthy.
· Have time to reflect.
· Consider spiritual and moral issues.
· Explore their own beliefs.
· Develop their own spirituality.
· Reinforce positive attitudes.
· Participate and respond.

The Contribution of Collective Worship to aspects of the Curriculum

Collective Worship time is distinct from curriculum time.  However, in our School, Collective Worship will at times feature aspects of the curriculum, which will enhance the experiences of pupils by reflecting on the work done in classes.   At times, Collective Worship will enrich classwork through its consideration of subject matter from different perspectives.

The provision of opportunities for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is in line with school policy which informs our practice.   To ensure Collective Worship provides opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development it should address a wide variety of themes and topics, use diverse stimuli and resources and provide pupils with the opportunity to ‘respond’ on their own level.

Links with teaching of R.E. 

At Blue Gate Fields Infant School we follow the Tower Hamlets agreed syllabus for teaching R.E. The syllabus is monitored and supported by SACRE, the Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education. The agreed syllabus places emphasis on children’s exploration of meaning, purpose and value through the study of all major religions. During times of collective worship, we share stories from major faiths and celebrate religious festivals during the year. 

Withdrawal

Any parent who objects to their child attending an act or acts of Collective Worship may request that their child is withdrawn. Parents are encouraged to discuss this with the head teacher. Any pupil who is withdrawn from an act or acts of Collective Worship will be supervised during that time by a member of the school staff. 















Achievement 
We are very proud of the children’s achievements. Our end of Key Stage One results show that at Blue Gate Fields Infant School more children achieve the higher Level Working at Greater Depth) than children nationally.  This is due to the hard work of both staff and parents in teaching and supporting the children throughout their time in our school. 
  
End of Key Stage One Assessments 2025    
	                                       End of KS1 results 2025 (86 children)
	

	Reading
	School 2024
	School 25
	LA 2025
	National 25

	 Children working towards (23 chn)
	22%
	27%
	
	

	Children at Expected (35 chn)
	50%
	41%
	
	

	Children at GD (28 chn)
	28%
	33% 
	
	

	Children at Expected + (63 chn)
	78%
	74%
	
	

	
	

	Writing
	
	
	
	

	 Children working towards (24 chn)
	33%
	28%
	
	

	Children at Expected (52 chn)
	58%
	60%
	
	

	Children at GD (10 chn)
	9%
	12%
	
	

	Children at Expected + (62 chn)
	67%
	72%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Maths
	
	
	
	

	 Children working towards (20 chn)
	24%
	23%
	
	

	Children at Expected (45 chn)
	56%
	52%
	
	

	Children at GD (21 chn)
	20%
	24%
	
	

	Children at Expected + (66 chn)
	76%
	77%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Science
	
	
	
	

	Children working towards (17 chn)
	24%
	20%
	
	

	Children at Expected (69 chn)
	76%
	80%
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Phonics screening – Year One
	80%
	80%
	79.2%
	80%

	89 children
	
	
	
	

	EYFS – GLD (89 chn)
	76%
	71%
	65.9%
	68.3%






Extended School Day

Breakfast Club 

We know that children who have a healthy breakfast are more able to concentrate at school and so find it easier to learn and make good progress. We run a breakfast club from 8.00 – 8.50 in the Infant Hall to help you give your child a good start to the school day. Breakfast is free for any child attending our school. 

The children are offered toast, bagels and cereal. Parents are encouraged to drop their children off and go. There are activities available for the children until it is time to go into class.
[image: C:\Users\jatkins4.211\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\20PDMX70\MC900233681[1].wmf]
After School Clubs

We run a number of after school clubs on Monday – Friday from 3.20 until 4.15. Children may join one or more clubs depending on availability of space. The type of club offered changes each term but usually includes a homework club, a football club and an ICT club. We charge £2 per session each week for the club which is reduced if your child receives free school meals. There is also a reduction if you have more than one child attending a club. 
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Advice and Support for parents 
At Blue Gate Fields Infant School we are able to offer parents support and advice on a variety of topics. If ever you have any concerns or worries there will probably be someone in school who will be able to help. 

Class Teacher

If you have any concerns about your child, for example the progress they are making in school or the friends they are playing with, it’s best if you talk to the class teacher first as they know your child well and will be able to help you. If you ask the teacher for an appointment to talk about your concerns, we can arrange a meeting when there is time to talk without being rushed. First thing in the morning is not convenient as the teacher will be teaching the children. 

Patricia Lowe – Family Liaison Officer  

Patricia works with parents in both the Infant and Junior School. Her role in school is to support families where there are difficulties for example where a child is not attending regularly or if there are safeguarding concerns. Patricia is also able to offer support with housing related issues, often by suggesting services that parents can access or helping with filling in forms. If you would like to see Patricia she works with the Infant School on Mondays, Tuesdays and Friday mornings.
 Patricia is able to support parents who are finding it difficult to make sure their child comes to school every day. Patricia will contact parents who request leave in school time and explain the consequences of the child missing school. 

Parental engagement team

Nazia is in school every Tuesday and will hold coffee sessions and meet parents to talk informally about school related topics. This can be a good way to get to know other parents. If you are interested in joining, please contact Nazia or by leaving a message in the school office.


Workshops and courses.

 During the year there are many different workshops and courses run for parents. Some meetings are ‘standalone’ sessions, where information will be given on curriculum areas of interest to parents, for example phonics or reading.

Attending courses and workshops really help parents to learn more about how their child is learning in school and what they can do at home to help. 

Please check the weekly newsletter about any courses or workshops that are being held. 

Also parents are invited into their child’s class every half term to observe a phonics, writing, reading or maths session to understand what the children are taught and how. The staff will give practical suggestions on how parents can best support their children at home.
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Keeping Children Safe 

We want children to have the opportunity to play and explore in school as this is how young children learn. However that means that despite all precautions we put in place, they may have minor accidents like cuts and bruises from time to time. This is a natural part of growing up. 

We agree with the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) view that ‘children should be allowed to play demanding games and risk minor injuries as part of wider lessons in life. It is acknowledged that ‘by scraping knees, grazing elbows and getting bruises, children learn valuable lifelong lessons that will help them to avoid more serious injuries in later life’ (RoSPA).

We aim to ensure that there are no accidents in school which could be avoided, whilst encouraging children to play and explore.  We teach them to take responsibility for their own actions and to learn to behave sensibly and follow the school rules. 

All staff in school are expected to ensure that children do play and behave sensibly and that equipment is safe and in good condition. Our Premises Manager, Terry, is proactive about checking the grounds and equipment to make sure that it is safe. 

There are a number of staff in school who are trained first aiders, but all staff are expected to deal with minor accidents like cuts and bruises, just like parents do if their child has an accident at home. A first aider is called if there is a more serious injury. This includes a badly bumped head, heavy bruising with a headache or distorted sight, possible fractured or broken bones and severe cuts or external bleeding. 

Each class has a first aid box. The class teacher is responsible for ensuring that this is complete. There is additional first aid equipment for KS1, kept by the door nearest to the playground. The Senior Midday Meals supervisor is responsible for ensuring that this is complete. First Aid boxes are kept in each classroom for adults to take on trips and are checked regularly. There are 2 additional first aid boxes located on the upper corridor for emergencies.

Record Keeping.

Each class has an accident book to record for minor injuries in their classroom, with a copy for parents.  In KS1 there is also an accident book for each class by the playground door. 

The school follows the Local Authority Guidance on reporting serious accidents, involving hospitalisation, directly to the Local Authority. 

Informing Parents 

Parents are informed at the end of the school day of any minor accidents in school by being given a copy of the accident form. They are contacted during the day in the case of a more serious injury including bumps to the head or more serious injuries which may need the child to be taken to Accident and Emergency. Parents will be advised if, in the opinion of the first aider, the child should be taken to Accident and Emergency to be checked. 
In the case of a major injury, the head teacher or first aider will call an ambulance and the parents. If the child is taken to hospital, parents will be expected to go with their child in the ambulance. If the school is unable to contact the parents, an appropriate person from school will accompany the child. 

Please remind your child to tell an adult if they have hurt themselves in school so that first aid can be given. Making sure that your child has lots of experiences of running and playing while they are young as this will help them to avoid having accidents as they get older. 
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Keeping children safe – What happens if your child has a medical condition?
Some children in our school who have medical conditions like asthma, eczema or allergies to certain foods. A few other children have more complex medical needs such as needing a feeding tube. As an inclusive school, we want to work with parents to help your child manage their condition whilst also befitting from and joining in with school activities.

The school nurse who is linked to our school, is available to talk to parents about any medical conditions or concerns that you may have about your child’s health, particularly if this is affecting the progress that they are making in school. If you would like to make an appointment to speak to the nurse, please speak to Patricia Lowe.

If your child has asthma, talk to your doctor. We need to know what treatment your child needs in school. You will need to bring in an asthma pump to keep in school. Please remember that it is your responsibility to make sure that this is in date. 

If your child needs medicine in school for a few days, for example if they are taking a course of antibiotics, you will need to talk to the class teacher and fill in a permission form so that the adults in school know how much medicine your child needs and how often, as well as confirming that you would like school staff to administer the medicine.   

All medication will need to have a clear prescription label on the box with your child’s name and date of birth with the amount of medication to be given.

Many children wear glasses in school. Some children wear their glasses all the time but others only wear them for specific lessons. Please make sure that if your child needs to wear glasses that they either bring them every day or leave a spare pair in class.  

If your child has a more serious medical condition or food allergies, we need to have a letter from your doctor explaining the symptoms and treatment or which foods your child is allergic to. The school nurse will write a care plan with you, which identifies how the condition will be managed in school.  This ensures that we only give children the correct treatment.

Safeguarding – Child Protection

All staff who work in school have regular Safeguarding Training so that we can keep the children safe, both at school and at home. Children often talk to the adults in school about things that happen to them either in school or at home that they are worried about. If the adult is concerned in any way, they will follow these steps.

1. Listen carefully to what the child is telling you.
2. Ask open questions to clarify what the child is telling you.
3. Tell the child that you will need to tell other people so that they can help you.
4. Record what the child says not your judgment.
5. Inform the head teacher, Catherine Jones or Patricia Lowe as soon as possible.

We also ask parents to tell us if their child says anything happened at school which worries them.  You may find it helpful to follow the guidelines above to make sure that your child is able to tell you what happened and not what they think you want to hear. For example, if you say to a child, ‘Did someone hit you?’ they may say yes. When we investigate we often find that they were hurt accidently. 
If we are concerned in any way, we will always ask for advice from the Child Protection Helpline. This helpline is open to everyone, including parents. The number to call is 

020 7364 3444

Sometimes we may need to talk to parents to clarify what the child has said. We understand that this can be upsetting for the parents, but our prime concern is that the children are kept safe. 
Expectations of Behaviour 

Learning to behave appropriately in different situations is an important lesson for children to learn. Children need to learn how to behave in school so that they are able to concentrate on their lessons and make good progress in their learning. 

All children are expected to show respect for other children and adults in the school. We do not allow children to upset their friends by doing or saying anything which may upset another child. Children are never allowed to hurt another child. We teach children to manage their own behaviour and to make sensible choices. 

The children are praised for good behaviour throughout the school. This could be by the adult telling them what they have done well, or by being given a sticker or small prize. This encourages children to behave in a positive way. 

Most children behave appropriately in school; however, we use the following sanctions if children are continually misbehaving to help them to learn that there are consequences to their behaviour. 

· The child is given a warning that there will be consequences if the behaviour continues. 
· The child is moved away from the other children in the class to work on their own, but still in the classroom. 
· The child misses 5 minutes of playtime. They hold the adults hand rather than playing with their friends. 
· The child is sent to the link class with work that they are able to do independently. This will be for 10 minutes.  
· The class teacher meets the child’s parents to discuss the behaviour. 	
· The class teacher and head teacher meet the parents.

If a child is misbehaving, we will talk to the parents about different strategies we can use to change the behaviour. It is important that the child understands that the teachers and parents are working together and share what the child has been doing in school. 

You can help your child by teaching them to sort out difficulties with their friends by talking things through and by learning to co-operate with other children.

If your child has had a problem with another child, please let the class teacher know so that they can sort it out in school. Please don’t talk to the other child’s parents yourselves as this can sometimes make the situation more difficult. 

Lunch times 

Lunchtimes are an important part of the day when the children develop their social skills and are more active as they can play with their friends. We run lunch time clubs which the children really enjoy, especially working with Chika, a sports coach.  Children can have school dinners or packed lunches if they stay in school, or they may go home for lunch.  To help the children settle into a routine you will need to decide at the beginning of each week if your child is having school dinners, packed lunches or going home for dinner for the whole week. 

School Dinners

School dinners are provided by the Tower Hamlets Catering Service. All the food is halal and all menus meet or exceed the Government’s food group and nutritional guidelines. They provide a choice of hot main courses and a dessert.  Menus are available from the office. Research has shown that eating a healthy meal each day does improve a child’s performance in class. We know that some children can be fussy or reluctant to eat certain foods, vegetables or fruit; however we find that for many children the experience of eating with their friends encourages them to try new things.  We believe eating with their friends helps children to feel less anxious about what they are eating.  We encourage all the children to stay for school dinners, including the nursery children once they have settled in school.  If you have particular concerns please talk to your child’s class teacher. 

Paying For School Dinners - You can pay for school dinners on any day of the week but you will need to have paid for the week’s meals taken by the Friday of that week. We prefer you to pay by card if possible.
We cannot allow parents to owe the school dinner money as the Catering service is a business and needs to be paid promptly.  We will contact you if dinner money has not been paid and delays in paying what you owe may result in your child not being able to have school dinners until the amount owing has been cleared.  

Applying For Free School Dinners - If you would like to apply for free school meals you must tell the office as soon as possible because your child can only receive school dinners free from the date that you notify us.  Please bring in any documentation that the Benefits section has given you as evidence. Free school meals application forms are available from the office.

Packed Lunches - It is very important that children have healthy packed lunches. Following the Authority’s guidelines, for health and safety reasons all our packed lunch boxes must be stored in a fridge, therefore you should not put warm food in the lunch boxes. Your child needs to bring their packed lunch with them in the morning so that it can be kept cool until lunch time. Parents are not allowed to bring hot food into school at lunch time.

We expect the children to have a lunch which include carbohydrates, e.g. bread, rice or pasta, protein such as eggs, tuna, cheese and some fruit. The children are only allowed water to drink, although they may bring yogurt drinks. Please talk to your child about food that they like and which is healthy for them to eat. We do not allow crisps as they have too much fat and salt in them, cold chips, too much fried food or bars of chocolate. The midday supervisors monitor what the children are eating and we will talk to parents if we feel that the packed lunches provided are not suitable for the children.

Home dinners - If your child attends Nursery or Reception classes you will need to collect him/her at 11.45am. Please use the entrance in King David Lane which is open at this time for parents. Using the same entrance please bring your child back at 12.55pm so that they are ready for registration at 1pm. Children cannot be left at school before 12.55pm due to fire regulations. Children in Year One and Two need to be collected at 12.00 / 12.30pm from the dining hall and be brought back to school at 12.55pm / 1.25pm to be ready for afternoon school registration at 1pm / 1.30pm. If you arrive earlier you must stay with your child until it is time for the children to line up to go back to class.

Staggered lunchtimes – year 1 children – 12 – 1pm / year 2 children 12.30 – 1.30pm



We look forward to welcoming you and your child to Blue Gate Fields Infants School.


If you have any questions or want to know more information, please phone the school on 02077903611 or email:

Admin@bluegatefields-inf.towerhamlets.sch.uk
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