Literacy curriculum overview 2025-2026
	Nursery
	AUTUMN 1
	AUTUMN 2
	SPRING 1
	SPRING 2
	SUMMER 1
	SUMMER 2

	topic
	Ourselves
	Our local superheroes
	Once upon a time
	Going Places
	Circle of Life
	Around the world

	genres
	*Repetitive sentences and phrases.


	Information text
Stories with repetitive patterns
Familiar stories
	Retelling familiar stories
Innovate
Making lists
instructions
	Retelling familiar stories
Innovate
Making lists
Instructions

	Retelling familiar stories
Sequencing events
Repetitive phrases and sentences
	Innovation

	 Fiction books
	Nursery Rhymes
Owl babies
Avocado Baby
	Almost anything
George goes to the doctor
Vicky the vet
Fred the fire fighter
	Goldilocks
The gingerbread man
The Gruffalo 

	The Hundred decker bus
Whatever next
And the train goes…..
	Jasper’s beanstalk
The very hungry caterpillar
Lost and found
Noah’s ark

	We’re going on a bear hunt
Walking through the jungle
Granny went to the market

	Non-fiction books
	My amazing body
My five senses
	Diwali
Christmas
At the hospital

	Chinese new year

	Easter
	Eid
	

	Skills
	Early reading skills:
we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom • the names of the different parts of a book • page sequencing.
Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: • spot and suggest rhymes • count or clap syllables in a word • recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother.
Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.
Early transcription skills:
Understand the five key concepts about print: • print has meaning • print can have different purposes • 
Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; writing ‘m’ for mummy. 
Write some or all of their name.
Write some letters accurately.


	Poetry 
	Dancing families
 by Joseph Coelho
	The sound collector
By Roger McGough

	Monster March
By Jane Newberry
	Plane spotting 
by Jane Newberry
	Fish Tales
By Jane Newberry
	Spots and stripes
By Jane Newberry












	Reception
	AUTUMN 1
	AUTUMN 2
	SPRING 1
	SPRING 2
	SUMMER 1
	SUMMER 2

	topic
	Ourselves
	Our local superheroes
	Once upon a time
	Going Places
	Circle of Life
	Around the world

	genres
	*Repetitive sentences and phrases.

*Captions

*sequencing
	*questions
*letters
*lists
*invitation
*sequencing
	*lists
*innovation (helicopter stories)
*captions
*descriptive writing
*creative writing
*sequencing

	*sequencing
*descriptive writing
*instructions

	*instructions
*recount
*invention
*Sequence of events 
*innovation
	*sequencing
*retelling familiar stories
*descriptive writing
*Innovation

	Books
	Brown Bear
Polar Bear  
Funny Bones
Elmer
When I grow up
Hello!
	The Bumble bear
Real Superheroes
Clean Up!
Supertato
Christmas story
Diwali
Recycling
	The three little pigs
The Enormous Turnip
Chinese New Year
Jack and The Beanstalk
	Wheels, Wings and Other Things
Astro Girl
Last stop on Market Street
Easter Story
	The big book of bugs
Eid Story
Slow down
Somebody Swallowed Stanley
	Stories from different countries and culture
Pretty Salma
Immi
Tiger Child
Night Pirates

	Fiction writing outcome
	Copy repeated sentences and begin to use initial sounds of words.
	*Questions about people who help. (hot seat)
*write letter to the Jolly postman
*Invitation inviting parents to the Christmas assembly.

	*Story mapping the 3 little pigs.
*Write captions for the wolf.
*Description of the wolf
*Write own fairy-tale story.
	*Descriptive writing on a character (Astrid)
*Instructions on how to build sculpture.

	*innovate a bug story.

	*retell story
*story map own story using innovation (character change)
*character description of the tiger child.

	Non-fiction genre
	Non Chronological report
Explanation text
	poster
	materials
	Transport
Recount
lists
	Recount
Explanation text
Instructions
	*Explanation text

	Non-fiction writing outcome
	Writing about themselves and their families.
Writing about their likes and dislikes.
Non-chronological report on Florence Nightingale.
Captions-Florence Nightingale.
	*Create recycling posters
	*list on what materials are needed to build houses.

	*Sequence a time line on transport vehicles. (planes, rockets, buses. Planes, boats)
*Recount of Planetarium trip.
*list of planets
	Explanation text (life cycle)
Recount trip to the Soanes Centre.
Text on bug comparisons.
Instructions on how to build a bug house.

	*comparing Localities (Artic / tropical beach / Stepney)

	Skills
	Reading skills:
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences. Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. Read a few tricky words matched to the school’s phonic programme. Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. 
Transcription skills:
Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.


	Poetry 
	A rainbow of feelings
By Joseph Coelho
	Lost
by Michael Rosen
	Hey let’s go 
By James carter
	Moon rocket
By Jane Newberry
	What turkey doing?
By John Argard
	Pirate Pete
By James Carter



	Year 1
	AUTUMN 1
	AUTUMN 2
	SPRING 1
	SPRING 2
	SUMMER 1
	SUMMER 2

	Topic
	Shadwell
	Shadwell
	Toys
	People and communities
	Walter Tull
	Weather/seasons

	Genres
	Stories with repetitive patterns

	Stories with repetitive patterns. 


	Traditional tales



	Stories from other cultures



	Fantasy stories

	Traditional tales

Stories with a familiar setting

	Fiction writing outcome
	Retelling (Imitation)


	Retelling (Imitation)

Character description
	Character description (wolf)

Innovation LRRH (innovation by substitution) 
	Innovation of Lila – character point of view.
	Caption writing

Invention – We’re Going to ‘x’ the ‘x’

	Invention – own version of a traditional tale

Innovation of Rapunzel (innovation by alteration) 

Diary entry-Rapunzel

	Books
	1. Martha Maps It Out! By Leigh Hodgkinson
2. Thank You, Omu! Oge Mora
Lunch at 10 Pomegrante Street, by Felicita Sala
	1. Boo! By Colin McNaughton
2. Paddington at St Pauls, by Michael Bond

	1. Little Red Riding Hood by Mara Alperin & Loretta Schauer
2. National Geographic Kids: Wolves by Laura Marsh

	1. Lila and the Secret of the Rain by David Conway & Jude Daly


	We’re Going to Find the Monster by Malorie Blackman & Dapo Adeola

	Rapunzel by Bethan Woollvin

If All the World Were… Joseph Coelho & Allison Colpoys



	Non-fiction genre
	Information

Description

Instructions
	Recount

Non-chronological report

Information writing

Postcard

	Recount 

Non-chronological report
	Non-chronological report 

	Non-chronological report


	Instructions 

Recount

Information



	Non-fiction writing outcome
	Information writing describing journeys and classroom

Description of favourite food

Instructions – recipe to make a delicious dish

	Tower of London recount

Report about pigs

A series of descriptions: outside St Paul’s, whispering gallery, golden gallery, crypt 
Postcard/letter to Aunt Lucy recounting trip 
A sequence of events recounting when Paddington visited your school.
	Soane Centre recount (materials) 

Information report (wolves) Fact File 
	Non-Chronological report on Kenya
	Non-Chronological on Walter Tull 


	Instructions on how to trap a witch. 

Recount-Sports Day 
Information booklet about seasons (bring together science learning across the year)

	Skills
	Simple sentences
Present tense
Prepositions 
Finger spaces full stops capital letters
Past tense
Sequencing language
Command sentences (imperative verb)
	Simple sentences
Past tense
Sequencing language
Prepositions
Finger spaces full stops capital letters
Begin to use ‘and’ to join ideas
Present tense
Technical language
	Series of sentences
Past tense
Sequencing language
Description
Prepositions
Full stops capital letters
Begin to use ‘and’ to join ideas
Present tense
Technical language 
Suffix -s/-es
Begin to use question mark
	Series of sentences
Past tense
Sequencing language
Description
Prepositions
Full stops capital letters
Use ‘and’ to join ideas
Present tense
Technical language 
Prefix un-
Begin to use question mark
	Series of sentences
Correct tense
Sequencing language
Description
Prepositions
Full stops capital letters
Use ‘and’ to join ideas
Technical language 
Prefix un-
Use question mark
Begin to use exclamation mark
	Series of sentences
Correct tense
Sequencing language
Description
Prepositions
Full stops capital letters
Use ‘and’ to join ideas
Use ‘but’ to join ideas
Command sentences (imperative verb)Prefix un-
Use question mark
Begin to use exclamation mark

	Poetry 
	Poetry-
Autumn Leaves 
Writing and performing their poems
	The Sound Collector by Roger McGough
	Performance poetry
Reciting What’s in the box
	Theme Poem- We’re on a lion hunt performance 
Writing an animal poem 

	Caterpillar Cake (CLPE Planning) 
	Traditional poems
The Storm
By Jaymie Gerard
Writing a poem







	Year 2
	AUTUMN 1
	AUTUMN 2
	SPRING 1
	SPRING 2
	SUMMER 1
	SUMMER 2

	Topic
	London/weather and seasons
	Fire of London
	Around the world/journeys food
	Christopher Columbus
	Moon landing
	Seas and coasts

	Genres
	Familiar settings

	Familiar setting
Fantasy story


	Traditional tales with a twist

fables-animal stories
	Stories-Pirate theme 

	
Stories in a Fantasy Setting
	Stories by the same author
Fables


	Literacy Text 
	Katie in London
James John Mayhew

	Jack and the baked beanstalk 
Colin Stimpson

	Goldilocks and just the one bear
Leigh Hodgkinson

	Mungo and the picture book of pirates
Timothy Knapman
Billy and the pirates Nadia Shireen


	Man on the moon 
Simon Bartram

Field trip to the moon John Hare


	On the way home 
Jill Murphy

The worst witch 
Jill Murphy

	Topics Text
	Non-fiction books about London
	Non-fiction books about planting and growing.
	Florence Nightingale
Mary Seacole
	Fiction: Columbus

How bees make honey by Jill Esbaum
	Neil Armstrong:
Moon landings
	The Isle of Coll

	Fiction writing outcome
	Retell the story- alteration-setting/character
Character description 

	Retell story-alteration-setting/object

Setting / character comparisons

Story invention

Drama / oracy
	Character description-Lost Poster.

Retell traditional tales-Three little pigs and LRRH with a twist 

Writing their own fable-animal theme –substitute 
	Character description/development 

Retell from different perspective-Alteration
	Retell from different perspective-Alteration

Innovate their own story from stimulus

Character description

Writing their own fable-animal theme –substitute

Drama / oracy
	Retell story-alteration-setting/object

Writing the next chapter-The worst witch



	Non-fiction genre
	persuasive text
non chronological report
recount


	Instructions

non-chronological report

Diary entry 
	non-chronological report

Letter(formal)

	Explanation text

	Persuasive writing

Recount

	Instructions

Letter

	Non-fiction writing outcome
	Non-chronological report about London

Recount of their London Walk Trip
	Instructions on how to look after a hen. 

Non-chronological report on the Great Fire of London

Real life experiences: Freshwater Theatre review
Diary entry as Samuel Pepys. 

	Letter of advice to Wolf  

Non-chronological report on Florence Nightingale 
	Diary entry as pirate from the story 

Persuasive-job application 

Explanation text: How bees make honey 
	Persuasive letter to HT

Recount Trip to Soanes Centre
	Letter to Jill Murphy- book review 

Instructions-magic potion

	Skills 
	Exclamation mark
Past tense
Conjunction ‘and’
Sequencing language
Prepositions
Description
Full stops and capital letters
	Subordination conjunctions ‘because, when’
Progressive past tense
Command sentences
Imperative verbs
Conjunction ‘and’
Imperative verbs
Full stops and capital letters
Expanded noun phrases
Past tense
	Commas in a list
Apostrophe for contractions
Subordination conjunctions ‘because, when’
Question and exclamation marks
Full stops and capital letter
Past and present tense


	Apostrophe’s singular possession
Description –ly (adverb)
Suffixes –ment. –ful, - ness, -less
Question and exclamation marks
Range of conjunctions
Full stops and capital letters
Past and present tense
Subordination conjunctions ‘because, when’

	Description –ly (adverb)
Suffixes –ment. –ful, - ness, -less
Subordination conjunctions ‘because, when’
Full stops and capital letters
Past and present tense
Commas in a list
Expanded noun phrases
	Past and present tense
Range of conjunctions
Expanded noun phrases
Apostrophe for contractions
Exclamation mark, question mark, full stop



	Poetry 
	Theme Poems (London)
Around London poem
Write their poem about Landmarks of London
	Poetry
	Classic Poetry, performance- My Bed 
Tim Mitten
Write their version-alteration 
	Theme Poems-Mrs Pirate 

Exploring rhyme
Performance 
Write their own poem-substitution 
	Riddles
	Class poems-Mrs Butler 
And the deserted house

Write their own poem-substitution







