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History Vision 
At Blue Gate Fields Infant School we believe in providing the pupils with a high-quality history education, which will help the pupils gain secure knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Teaching inspires children’s curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip children to ask questions, think critically, weigh arguments and develop the ability to make reason judgements. History helps children to understand the people’s lives and how the past affects us today. History enriches other areas of the curriculum such as Maths (chronological order) ICT (enquiry) English (organisation and communication), PHSE (empathy with other people’s lives).

History Aims
Through our teaching of ‘History’ we aim to:
Develop an awareness of the past trough teaching about people, events and changes.
Develop a secure knowledge and understanding of history as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day of local, British and world history.
Stimulate the mind and dialogue of children, so has to develop their curiosity, interest and awareness of the past and the way in which it is different from the present. 
Through the process of enquiry, using evidence available to use, the children can draw conclusions about what life was like in the past. This so that the children can gain a better understanding of how history has influenced the way that we live today. 
Teach specific vocabulary to ensure that the children can explain their understanding, through using appropriate vocabulary. 
Help the children use historical enquiry skills to investigate significant times in history including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.





Geography Vision:
Geography teaching at Blue Gate Fields Infants is about developing understanding of our world, through investigation and learning from secondary resources. We believe geography helps children to gain a greater understanding of the ways of life and cultures of people around the world. We aim to teach children to take responsibility for their role in society and to develop a caring attitude towards others, animals and plants in our environment.

Geography Aim: Through our teaching of ‘Geography’ we aim to:
Develop the children’s geographical understanding and competence in specific geographical skills and geographical vocabulary.
Help the children to acquire and develop skills and confidence to undertake, investigation, problem solving and decision-making.
Stimulate children’s interest in and curiosity about their surroundings.
Create and foster a sense of wonder and knowledge about the Earth and its people. 
Inspire a sense of responsibility for the environments and people of the world that we live in.
Increase the children’s knowledge and awareness of our changing world, so that they will want to look after the Earth and its resources and think about how it can be improved and sustained.
Begin to develop respect for, and an interest in, people throughout the world regardless of culture, race and religion.
Develop a sense of identity by learning about the United Kingdom and it’s relationships with other countries in light of the present historical and geographical climate.






Planning
Planning for Humanities in school is skills based and linked in with topics for each year group. There are overviews that show topic sequence, NC skills progression maps from N-Y2 and maps that show how knowledge and skills are covered in each unit focus, each half term, for each year group. 
Skills are, revisited each year with previous work built on and extended to show progression. This insures sufficient development in skills from Nursery through to Year 2. Key skills are planned for, in each year group and all taught throughout the year to insure that all children have an opportunity to develop these skills. 
In the half-termly planning, these skills are broken down further into weekly skills based learning intentions, and the teachers in each year group, collaborate to identify appropriate activities that either teach children a new skill or give them the opportunity to build on previously learnt skills linked into the curriculum. 
The Humanities co-ordinator reviews these plans, makes improvement suggestions and stores these for future planning. The year group teachers are collectively responsible for writing the half-termly plans using previous assessment of the children ability and skills, and the class teacher is responsible for delivering these plans according to the needs of their class, this should also include children with special needs (SEN), English as an additional Language (EAL) and Gifted and Talented (G&T).

Teaching 

At Blue Gate Fields Infant, where possible, humanities is taught through a cross curricular approach. Thematic topics provide the basis for making meaningful links between the humanities subjects. 
In Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) the teaching of Humanities is through a combination of teacher led sessions and child initiated activities, increasing children’s experiences of time and change and knowledge of the world. 
In Key Stage 1, Humanities is presently, taught weekly and children have access to secondary resources and learning journeys to consolidate their understanding. 
The teaching of humanities throughout the school, is focused on developing children’s knowledge and understanding of specific skills needed. To enhance the learning experience of our children our humanities curriculum acknowledges and incorporates different styles of learning. The knowledge, skills and understanding gained through the humanities curriculum is, acquired through a variety of experiences. These include: artefacts, photographs, maps and visitors (primary resources), field studies, visiting museums, theatre companies (drama and role play), galleries, storytelling, practical enquiry and research and Internet sites/books (secondary resources).
We use learning journeys for each topic as a visual reminder of the step by step learning that takes place over half a term and supports a thorough understanding of the topic. Children actively participate in the use of this learning journey which include key vocabulary, questions to think about and success criteria points. This strategy supports memory and retention. The children are able to recall prior knowledge and skill to move their learning on.

Cross-Curricular Links  

Humanities has many links to other areas of the curriculum. These include:

Literacy – Non-chronological reports. Giving feedback, listening to others’ opinions, and formulating own opinions. Discussion and debating. Numeracy - collecting data, ordering and co-ordinates. ICT - research.  Science - Exploring materials and their properties, and animals. PHSE - Caring for our environment. Art & DT - recreating maps and model making.

Equal opportunity 

All children should be given equal access to the humanities curriculum. The topics chosen should motivate all children and should be, differentiated. An example would be whereby children are encouraged to sort images, where others may draw or write.

Inclusion including provision for Gifted and Talented, EAL and SEN.

We recognise that there are children of widely different historical and geographical abilities in all classes and we ensure that we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. Differentiation is, planned for by both outcome and intervention. This reflected in the half-termly planning. Effective differentiation is only, achieved in a variety of ways by:
· Setting open-ended tasks - focussed on skills rather than outcome. These skills, can be extended or supported according to their ability.
· Providing resources of different complexity, matched to the ability of the child.

Gifted and Talented children are identified in line with the Gifted and Talented policy and planning will include extension activities for these children. EAL and SEN children are identified in line with the S.E.N. policy and planning made appropriate to specific children’s needs. 



Assessment 

In EYFS children are assessed according to skills gained, identified whether they are emerging, expected or exceeding the expected levels for their age group at the end of each half terms topics. This information is passed on to Year 1, and used as a basis for planning and teaching lessons. 
Our Key Stage One (KS1) assessments are, carried out at the end of every term, based upon the skills identified within the planning. Again whether they are ‘Working Towards’, ‘Expected’ or working at ‘Greater Depth’ the expected levels for their age group. This is also identified through highlighting planning, what skills have been covered and achieved by the majority of the class. Any skills not covered should be, identified to ensure that they are then covered in future topics. Any children struggling or over achieving in regards to the skills that term should be identified and this information is put into future planning. Assessment is, used to monitor and plan for further work, also enabling teachers to write an annual report to parents on their child’s ability and progress in Humanities.

Standards 
 
By the end of EYFS, most children will be working within the Early Learning Goal, with some children exceeding this and others still emerging into it.
By the end of KS1, most children will be working within the ‘Expected’ Level and some with the ‘Great Depth’ knowledge within the subjects. Most children will be able to use and apply the skills taught across the topics in independent activities. The Humanities co-ordinator will review formal assessments made at the end of the EYFS and use this to feed into planning in KS1. Each half-term assessments in KS1, are gathered alongside work samples to create a picture of attainment in KS1 Humanities. 

Monitoring 

The Humanities co-ordinator reviews all half termly plans each end of term and refers back to the skills overview to ensure all areas are being covered. The Humanities co-ordinator carries out observations throughout the year, through peer reviews, Humanities deep dives and school monitoring systems, looking at how Humanities is taught within the school, providing ongoing support to all members of staff. Formal and informal feedback is given to the teacher observed. 
The Humanities co-ordinator also offers support in the teaching of Humanities, running/organising Humanities workshops and arranging INSET sessions. The Humanities co-ordinator works alongside the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) and Middle Leadership team (MLT) to ensure a creative programme of provision is being provided within the school. To help moderate the teaching of Humanities and, to ensure consistency, the Humanities co-ordinator will gather samples of work, levelled to identify skills being shown during work scrutiny with the middle leaders. This will be focussed on one area per year and will require a sample of a Greater Depth, Expected and Working Towards from each year group.

Involving parents 

In EYFS, parents are given the opportunity to come into their child’s classrooms in the mornings and see the activities that the class teacher has provided that day. These activities are supported with the use of LI sheets that are displayed clearly on the table tops for parents to see what learning is taking place. They have the chance to ask questions to the teacher and support staff about these.
In KS1, like in EYFS parents are invited on educational trips to support, so that their own knowledge of the humanities curriculum being taught is also enhanced. 
At the beginning of the year, we share curriculum overviews and each half term, we share Learning Journeys, Knowledge Organisers and Topic Sheets to encourage parental involvement.


This Humanities policy was last approved by governors in October 2023 and signed by the chair of governors.

……………………………….. …………………. Chair of Governors

…………………………………………………….  Date

It will be reviewed in 2026. 
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