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Playground Policy 

Blue Gate Fields Infant School recognises the unique contribution playground activities makes to the wellbeing of the children at our school. Providing a safe and supportive environment, the playground offers children opportunities for play, creativity, fun and enjoyment. We attach great importance to ensuring that break and lunchtimes at our school offer children experiences that contribute to their social, physical and emotional health. In particular, we recognise that increased levels of physical activity not only improve children’s health and fitness, but also have a large impact on ensuring positive behaviour and attitudes. 
Aims 

Through our playground activities, we aim to promote:

 • Physical activity 

• Citizenship

• Inclusion 

• Co-operation, consideration, sharing and fair play 

• Self-esteem and confidence 

• Language and listening skills

 Outcomes 

Increased levels of participation in physical activity  

Improved health and fitness  

Improved behaviour and attitudes  

Higher levels of concentration in schoolwork  

Respect for each other including staff.

Break times

There are two playgrounds at Blue Gate Fields Infant School, one for EYFS and the other for KS1. The EYFS playground is in constant use as the children engage in activities both inside and outside throughout the day. It is equipped with a large sand pit, low level climbing equipment and toys. The KS1 playground is separated from the EYFS playground and consists of a gym area, a boxed area for ball games, a quiet area surrounded by shrubs and flowers where children can read and enjoy some quiet time and a main playground area for other games. KS1 play time is at 10.20 – 10.40 for year 1 children and 10.40 – 11am for year 2 children every morning.

We also encourage all children to increase their physical activities by each class running around the playground and completing star jumps etc before and after the set playtime.
Guidelines

· To support the size and layout of the school a minimum of 2/3 staff will be on duty. Staff must circulate around the playground and be proactive in seeking and intercepting unsuitable play, and acknowledging positive play.

· All staff and children should abide by the playground rules in addition to the school rules and behaviour and discipline policy making themselves aware of its rewards and sanctions system.

· The list of first aiders is displayed around the school.

· The Health and Safety regulations and procedures are displayed by the school office, and in the school Health and Safety Policy.

· The KS1 Year group leaders determine whether or not it is wet playtime. If this is the case, children remain in the classrooms and are supervised by the teacher or teaching assistant. Classroom rules are applied in this setting. If possible, each year group has 10 minutes outside time under the shelter. If it rains when the children are outside, all children to go under the shelter.
· Play equipment is provided for the children to use in the playground and is stored in the sheds in the KS1 and EYFS playgrounds. Children help staff in getting equipment out and putting it back.

· Children are not encouraged to bring toys or equipment to school as the school cannot be responsible for loss or damage.

Playground Rules

· Follow the School Rules

· Listen to adults and follow their instructions

· Play suitable games and play gently.

· Be aware of younger children in the playground.

· Do not leave the playground without asking an adult (including going to the toilet).

· Form a neat line at the end of the break time.
Children with special needs

Children with special needs will be monitored throughout playtime. Staff will be mindful that they may not have any concept of risk or danger and may find it difficult to express pain or distress. As far as is practicable children with additional needs will be encouraged to derive as much benefit from play time as children without additional needs. 

Lunchtime Organisation

Nursery and Reception lunchtime is between 11.45 – 12.45pm.

Year 1 lunchtime is between 12.00 – 1.00pm and Year 2 lunchtime is between 12.30 and 1.30pm.
The children in nursery have their lunch in their classrooms. They are then able to play outside in the playground. Children from reception to Year 2 have their lunch in the school hall. Afterwards they go out to the playground until they go back into class at 12.45pm for reception children and 1.00pm/1.30pm for KS1 children. There is one Midday Meals Supervisors allocated to each class. Children with additional needs are supervised by an allocated MMS.
If it is raining at lunchtime, Year two children will stay in their classrooms until it is their turn to have their lunch in the hall. Year one children will go down to the hall to have their lunch at 12.00pm. When they have finished their lunch they will be sent up to Jupiter class where one MMS will be waiting. When there are less children in the hall the other year one MMS will go up to supervise their class. Please see the “Wet lunchtime guidelines.”
Emergency Procedures
· In an emergency all children will be stopped from playing and moved away from any incident by staff on duty.

· A member of staff will be sent to the office to summon help from all available.

· First aid kits are found in all classrooms and every class has at least one first aider. There is also a First Aid station with emergency asthma inhalers near the KS1 playground. Emergency inhalers and epi-pens are available in the medicine cabinet in the Community room.
· In the event of a fire or other emergency the children will be moved to a place of safety. Registers will be taken and will no-one will be allowed to re-enter the building until it is safe to do so.

The playground policy will be reviewed by all staff teams through their regular meetings. Any changes in procedures will be reported to the Governors through the Curriculum and Premises Committee or the Heads report as necessary.

This Policy was approved by governors in March 2025 and signed by the chair of governors.

……………………………….. …………………. Chair of governors.

…………………………………………………….  Date

It will be reviewed in March 2027 or sooner in the case of new information, changes or legislation. 
