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Review Date: May 2025
This policy is the responsibility of the Art Leader
Aims
Art at Blue Gate Field Infants School is focussed on developing the creativity and imagination of children through the exploration of different visual, tactile and sensory qualities of different media, materials and processes. Children learn about the role of Art in their environment and in the wider world. Children explore colour, pattern, line and shape, tone, form and space, texture and begin to use a range of different techniques to represent their ideas and feelings. 
Objectives 
To encourage and provide opportunities for pupils to:

· Explore and develop ideas.
· Investigate and make different forms of Art.
· Evaluate and develop their own work and work they have collaborated upon, and the work of others.
· Give children the opportunity to develop work from different starting points such as, personal experiences, themselves, stories, natural and made objects, ICT and the local environment.

· Work with tools, equipment, materials, and media to make quality products. 

· Evaluate processes and products, talking about their likes and dislikes and how they would begin to make improvements to suggested changes.

· Develop their knowledge and understanding of materials, media and components. 

Curriculum Coverage
EYFS: Exploring and Using Media and Materials
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Ourselves
	Our Superheroes
	Once Upon a Time...
	Once Upon a time…
	Wonderful Water
	Around the World

	22-36 months
	Joins in singing favourite songs.

Creates sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or blowing.

Shows an interest in the way musical instruments sound.
Experiments with blocks, colours and marks.
	Joins in singing favourite songs.

Creates sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or blowing.

Shows an interest in the way musical instruments sound.
Experiments with blocks, colours and marks.
	Joins in singing favourite songs.

Creates sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or blowing.

Shows an interest in the way musical instruments sound.
Experiments with blocks, colours and marks.
	Joins in singing favourite songs. 

Creates sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or blowing, 

Shows an interest in the way musical instruments sound. 

Experiments with blocks, colours and marks. 
	Joins in singing favourite songs

Shows an interest in the way musical instruments sound

Experiments with blocks, colours and marks
	Joins in singing favourite songs

Shows an interest in the way musical instruments sound

Experiments with blocks, colours and marks

	30-50 months
	Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games.

Sings a few familiar songs.
Explores colour and beginning to differentiate between colours
Use various construction materials to build and create.
	Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games.

Sings a few familiar songs.
Explores colour and beginning to differentiate between colours
Use various construction materials to build and create.
	Beginning to move rhythmically.

Taps out simple repeated rhythms

Beginning to construct stacking blocks vertically and horizontally, making enclosures and creating spaces
	Sings a few familiar songs

Understands that they can use lines to enclose a space, and then begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 

Explores colour and how colours can be changed.
	Beginning to be interested in the texture of things.

Explores and learns how sounds can be changed

Imitates movement in response to music.


	Joins construction pieces together to build and balance

Realises tools can be used for a purpose

Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games



	40-60 months
	Constructs with a purpose in mind
Explores what happens when they mix colour
	Constructs with a purpose in mind
Explores what happens when they mix colour
Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects
	Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances.

Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary
	Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. 

Explores what happens when they mix colours.

Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately. 
	Explore the different sounds of instruments

Experiments to create different textures

Constructs with a purpose in mind using a variety of resources.
	Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects

Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using.



	ELG
	
	
	
	
	Children safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.
	Children safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.


EYFS: Being Imaginative

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Ourselves
	Our Superheroes
	Once Upon a Time...
	Once Upon a Time...
	Wonderful Water
	Around the World

	22-36 months
	Beginning to use representation to communicate, e.g. drawing a line and saying ‘That’s me.’

Beginning to make-believe by pretending.
	Beginning to use representation to communicate, e.g. drawing a line and saying ‘That’s me.’

Beginning to make-believe by pretending.
	Beginning to use representation to communicate, e.g. drawing a line and saying ‘That’s me.’

Beginning to make-believe by pretending.
	Beginning to use representation to communicate eg drawing a line and saying “That’s me”

Beginning to make-believe by pretending
	Beginning to use representation to communicate eg drawing a line and saying “That’s me”

Beginning to make believe by pretending
	Beginning to use representation to communicate eg drawing a line and saying “That’s me”

Beginning to make believe by pretending

	30-50 months
	Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand experiences.

Uses available resources to create props to support role-play.

Captures experiences and responses with a range of media, such as music, dance, role-play, paint and other materials or words.
	Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand experiences.

Uses available resources to create props to support role-play.


	Creates music in response to music

Makes up own rhythms

Builds stories around toys (e.g. farm animals being rescued from an armchair ‘cliff’.


	Uses movement to express feelings

Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand experiences. 

Sings to self and makes up simple songs. 


	Developing preferences for forms of expression

Notices what adults do imitating what is observed and then doing it spontaneously when the adult is not there.


	Uses available resources to create props to support role play

Captures experiences and responses with a range of media such as music, dance, paint and other materials or words



	40-60 months
	Plays alongside other children engaged in same theme. 

Creates simple representations of events people and objects.
	Plays alongside other children engaged in same theme. 

Creates simple representations of events people and objects.

Captures experiences and responses with a range of media, such as music, dance, role-play, paint and other materials or words.
	Creates simple representations of events, people and objects


	Initiates new combinations of movement and gestures in order to express and respond to feelings, ideas and experiences. 

Chooses particular colours to use for a purpose. 


	Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play

Plays alongside chn who are engaged in the same theme.

	Plays co-operatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative.



	ELG
	
	
	
	Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. 
	Children represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories
	Children represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories


Key Stage One

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 1


	Sculptures – Art and Design

(London)


	Food Technology – Design and Technology

(Castles)
	Textile – Design and Technology

(Toys)
	Collage – Art and Design

(Life in Africa)
	Construction – Design and Technology

(Dinosaurs)
	Paint – Art and Design

(Weather)



	Famous Artists/point of reference 
	Andy Goldsworthy

(Sculptor)
	Rachel Allen/Jamie Oliver

(British Chef - Food presentation)   
	Famous Hand puppets e.g. Sotty, Kermit, Miss Piggy etc
	Henri Matisse 

(French Artist)
	Diplodocus (Natural History Museum) 
	Thomas Gainborough – Landscape with cattle

(British landscape Painter)

	Material/media
	Clay
	Food
	Felt
	Paper collages
	Wire 
	Poster paint

	End product
	3D Castle sculptures
	Healthy Salads 
	Pied Piper Hand puppets (Literacy)
	Paper collage an aspect of Life in Africa 
	2D/3D Wire Dinosaurs 
	Creating painting showing moods for different weathers 

	Year 2


	Textile – Design and Technology

(Europe/Capital cities)
	Collage – Art and Design

(Fire of London)
	Construction – Design and Technology

(Around the world)


	Food Technology –Design and Technology

(Christopher Columbus)
	Sculptures – Art and Design

(Space – Neil Armstrong)


	Paint – Art and Design

 (Isle of Struay)

	Famous Artist/ point of reference


	Di Wells

(British Contemporary Textile Artist)
	Turner

(British Water colourist) 
	Transport Museum 
	Thomas Keller  

(American Chef - Food presentation)
	Don Dixon 

(American Astronomical Artist)
	Van Gogh 

(Dutch Landscape Painter)

	Material/media
	Binka 
	Digital photo collages


	Wooden dowels

Wooden wheels 
	Food
	Paper mache
	Watercolour 

	End product
	Design and create a London scene/famous landmarks
	Class digital photo collage of the Great Fire. 
	Moveable vehicle 
	Pizza

(Pizza Express Visit)
	3D paper mache of the solar system
	Water colour painting of Shadwell 


Planning 
Planning for Art in school is currently skills based and linked in with current topics for each year group. There is a long term overview skills map which identifies the skills that need to be covered each half term, linked to a specific topic area for each year group. Skills are revisited each year, with previous work being built on and extended. This insures sufficient development in skills from Nursery through to Year 2. Key skills are planned for in each year group and all taught throughout the year to insure that all children have an opportunity to develop these skills. In the half-termly planning, these skills are broken down further into weekly skills based learning intentions, and the teachers in each year group, collaborate to identify appropriate activities that either teach children a new skill or give them the opportunity to build on previously learnt skills linked into the curriculum. The Art co-ordinator reviews these plans, makes improvement suggestions and stores these for future planning. The Year group teachers are collectively responsible for writing the half-termly plans using previous assessment of the children ability and skills, and the class teacher is responsible for delivering these plans according to the needs of their class, this should also include children with special needs (SEN), English as an additional Language (EAL) and Gifted and Talented (G&T).

Teaching 
In Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) the teaching of Art is through a combination of teacher led sessions and child initiated activities, increasing children’s experiences of different creative media. Children always have access to creative media and materials, and every unit has a Design and Technology bench. The teaching of Art throughout the school is focussed on developing children’s knowledge and understanding of different artistic forms such as the ones mentioned above. Children are given the opportunity to experiment with different media, materials and artistic processes. They are given the chance to work on their own or collaborate with others on projects in 2D and 3D and work on different scales. Children are taught to use a range of different materials and processes such as, painting, collage, print making, digital media, textiles and sculpture. Teaching encourages children to investigate different kinds of Art, looking at art in the local environment, view original and reproduction forms, visiting museums, galleries and internet sites.

Cross-Curricular Links  
Art has many links to other areas of the curriculum. These include:
Literacy - Giving feedback, listening to other opinions and formulating own opinions.
Numeracy - Understanding patterns and properties of shape.
ICT - Using 2-paint programme to explore shape and space, recreate line aswell as photography to help design and make a photo collage. 
Science - Exploring materials and their properties.
Equal opportunity 
All children are given equal access to the Art curriculum. Topics chosen should motivate all children and should be differentiated. An example would be whereby children are encouraged to create a drawing of their favourite dinosaur or paint their favourite flower. 
Inclusion including provision for Gifted and Talented, EAL and SEN.
We recognise that there are children of widely different artistic abilities in all classes and we ensure that we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. Differentiation is planned for by outcome and intervention, this is reflected in the half-termly planning. Effective differentiation is achieved in a variety of ways by:

· Setting open-ended tasks - focussed on skills rather than outcome, these skills can be extended or supported according to ability.

· Providing resources of different complexity, matched to the ability of the child.

· Using classroom assistants to support the work of individual children or groups of children.

Gifted and Talented children are identified in line with the Gifted and Talented policy and planning will include extension activities for these children. EAL and SEN children are also identified in line with the SEN policy and planning made appropriate to specific children’s needs. 
Assessment 

In EYFS children are assessed according to their creative ability and identified whether they are emerging, expected or exceeding the expected levels for their age group at the end of Reception. This information is passed on to Year one, and then used as a basis for planning and teaching lessons. Our Key Stage One (KS1) assessments are carried out every half-term, based upon the skills identified within the planning. This is identified through highlighting planning, what skills have been covered and achieved by the majority of the class. Any skills not covered are identified to ensure that they are covered in future topics. Any children struggling or over achieving in regards to the skills that term, are identified and this information is put into future planning. This assessment is used to monitor and plan for further work, also enabling teachers to write an annual report to parents on their child’s ability and progress in Art.

Standards 
By the end of EYFS, most children will be working within the Early Learning Goal, with some children exceeding this and others emerging into it.
By the end of KS1, most children will be working within level 2 with the more able achieving level 3. Most children will be able to use and apply the skills taught across the topics in independent creative activities. The Art co-ordinator will review formal assessments made at the end of the EYFS and use this to feed into planning in KS1. Each half term’s assessments in KS1, are gathered alongside work samples to create a picture of attainment in KS1 Art.
Monitoring 
The Art co-ordinator reviews all half termly plans and refers back to the skills overview to ensure all areas are being covered. The Art co-ordinator carries out up to three peer observations throughout the year, looking at how Art are taught within the school, providing ongoing support to other members of staff. After these observations, informal feedback is given to the teacher observed .The Art co-ordinator also offers support in the teaching of Art, running/organising Art and arranging INSET sessions. The Art co-ordinator works alongside Senior Leadership Team (SLT) to ensure a creative programme of provision is being provided within the school.
Involving parents 
In EYFS, parents are given the opportunity to come into their child’s classrooms in the mornings and see the creative activities that the class teacher has provided that day. They have the chance to ask questions to the teacher and support staff about these if they like. In KS1, activities on different days (e.g. Fathers’ Day) allow parents to come and observe their children partaking in creative tasks. Every other year, we host Creative Week: during Creative Week parents are invited to participate in the activities. At the end of Creative Week, a temporary art gallery is installed to display work to parents and other year groups.
This Art policy was approved by governors in May 2023 and signed by the chair of governors.
……………………………….. …………………. Chair of governors.

…………………………………………………….  Date

It will be reviewed in May 2025 or sooner in the case or any major changes. 
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