[image: Bluegate Fields Logo]

Blue Gate Fields Infant School


Music Policy

Agreed by staff……….
Agreed by governors…………..


Written: June 2024
To be reviewed: June 2027

Aims
Music is important for young children, not only for their creative development but also their social, emotional, physical, cognitive and language development. All of these areas of human development are intertwined and music is a wonderful way to facilitate growth in each of these areas.

Music at Blue Gate Fields Infant School involves the encouragement, promotion and development of children’s individual creativity. We aim to create a rich music environment for children to interact with in whatever way they feel most comfortable, as we teach our children the importance and skills of becoming a musician. We believe it encourages children to understand the different aspects of music as they begin to appreciate the ways music will affect their future.

Objectives   
To provide opportunities for pupils to:

· develop knowledge, skills and understanding through the integration of performing, composing and listening.
· sing existing musical knowledge, skills and understanding for new purposes and in new contexts.
· enrich their own creativity by engaging with music, singing, dancing and exploring a variety of instruments independently.
· become involved in singing as part of a group, led by a member of staff from KS1.
· be exposed to live music.
· to utilise the Music opportunities in the local area.

Planning 
Planning for Music is to be found under the shared planning area, on the store box.  The planning is currently linked into the class topics for each year group, based on the National Curriculum. 
We use the Charanga music scheme for our planning and try to link the topics where possible.





Teaching and Learning
We follow the Charanga scheme of work.
The teaching of Music is organised so that cross-curricular links can be made, and that children develop a range of skills through a variety of age related topics as they progress through the school, with the various schemes of work reflecting the children’s age and ability of the when topics are taught. There are opportunities for children to use and apply their increasing skills to different situations. 

EY – 
· Alongside an ongoing learning environment, rich in free choice activities and  opportunities outside and within classroom. 
· Each Year group has a 30 minute session per class, once a week to develop skills. 
KS1 - 
· Year 1 has a 30 minute session per class, once a week with class teachers.
· Followed by a 15 minute whole school singing assembly once a week, led by a KS1 teacher.
Cross-Curricular Links  
A creative cross curriculum approach is taken to teaching at Blue Gate Fields Infant school. Music units are linked to topics (when possible) and contribute significantly to teaching and learning in many subjects. For example application of rhythm and rhyme knowledge impacts on the literacy curriculum, whilst the understanding of rhythm and patterns in musical composition links to mathematical understanding. Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development is intrinsically linked to the Music curriculum. Creating, performing or listening to music can sometimes be a moving and even spiritual experience. We encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on people’s moods, senses and quality of life. Children at Blue Gate Infant school have the opportunity to encounter music from many cultures and through their growing knowledge and understanding of the music, they develop positive attitudes towards diversity in other cultures.
Equal Opportunity 
It is the responsibility of all staff to ensure that all children are treated equally, regardless of their background, gender, race or ability. We are an inclusive school and teach music to all children respecting individual needs. Through our music teaching, we provide learning opportunities for all pupils. We strive to meet the needs of all pupils including those with special educational needs, disabilities, gifted and talented and those learning English as an additional language. See Equal Opportunities Policy.
Inclusion 
All music lessons and learning opportunities are available to children including EAL and SEN pupil.
Open-ended activities are planned to ensure all children are included no matter what their ability. This is achieved by differentiating activities for different ability levels and children with special needs will be supported within their classroom or music session by the teachers or 1:1 learning support assistant.

Assessment 
Assessment should be a constant and ongoing process to help teachers: evaluate learning, plan subsequent work, identify strengths and weaknesses, support pupils learning and to report pupils’ attainments.

In Foundation Stage children will be observed during lessons and continuous provision. Observations and photographs will be recorded. These will inform teacher judgements of children’s progress against age related expectations in the Expressive Arts & Design strand of the Early Years Foundations Stage Curriculum. In Nursery children will be judged against 30-50 months development matters statements. In Reception children will be judged against 40-60 months development matters statements, and subsequently the Expressive Arts and Design Early Learning Goal. 

Involving Parents 
Parents are invited to watch our class assembly once a week to showcase what the children have learnt at the end of each term. 

APPENDIX 1

Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught to: 

· use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 
· play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
· listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 
· experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music

(National Curriculum 2013)
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