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Aims

The school’s aims are: 

· To enable children to become responsible and independent users of ICT.
· To develop children’s skills and confidence in using ICT in a wide range of situations.
· To provide a relevant, challenging and enjoyable curriculum for ICT for all children.
· To use ICT as a tool to support teaching and learning throughout the curriculum.
· To enable children to develop and apply their new ICT skills and knowledge to their learning in other areas.
· To develop ICT capability in finding, selecting and using information.
· To involve parents in ICT through the encouragement of educational partnerships at home.  
· To ensure pupils are challenged in their use of ICT and are provided with exciting, creative ways in which to share their learning and also receive an ICT education in line with their ability, needs and access. 
· To support staff so that they are able to adapt to the continually changing challenges presented by ICT.
· To ensure pupils know how to use the internet safely (see E-safety policy). 

Objectives   


In order to fulfil the above aims it is necessary to ensure:

· there is systematic progression of skills being taught through Foundation Stage and KS1
· that each pupil has equality of access to a wide range of ICT resources
· that ICT experiences are focussed to enhance learning
· that cross curricular links are made where appropriate
· that children’s experiences are monitored and evaluated
· that resources are used to their full extent and potential
· that resources and equipment are kept up to date as much as possible
· that staff skills and knowledge are kept up to date


Planning 

We have recently purchased the Kapow computing scheme for staff to use for their planning. These plans are adapted to suit the needs of the pupils and to also fit in to cross-curricular planning across the school.

ICT is taught in the EYFS as an integral part of the topic work covered each term. Children in Early years have continuous access to the Interactive Whiteboard and a range of other ICT resources such as digital cameras, microphones, torches, remote control cars, electronic musical instruments, digital microscopes, etc. ICT has a strong cross-curricular element and this is reflected in planning. In Early Years the following units are covered throughout the year: introduction to the computer (including the mouse and keyboard), modelling, graphics, control, digital camera and the internet.  

In year one and two each half term an aspect of ICT is taught: data handling, digital research, modelling, control, text and graphics, multimedia and digital imaging. The different aspects are taught through topic work. There is a progression of skills included both in Early Years and KS1 planning so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school. There is a differentiation of activities to cater for different styles of learning and abilities. 
All the children in KS1 have access to a Chrome book. These are stored in charging cabinets within each classroom.



Teaching 

ICT is taught across the curriculum and wherever possible, integrated into other subjects. A range of teaching and learning styles will be reflected in teachers’ planning, assessment and classroom practice.
These will include:
· Using the computer or appropriate presentation technologies (e.g., Interactive whiteboard, etc.) to demonstrate to a group of pupils or the whole class.
· Using digital cameras to record children’s work or activities. 
· Children’s use of ICT within lessons. Computer programs may be used to support the achievement of the learning intentions, for support and for extension.
· Leading a group or class discussion about the benefits and limitations of ICT
· Individual, paired or group work developing ICT concepts and skills 
· Collaborative and co-operative activities in groups
· Guided discussion and evaluation of work-in-progress and finished work
[bookmark: _Toc531457489]
Pupils are taught the correct subject specific and technical vocabulary consistently across the school and are given opportunities to consolidate their understanding e.g. equipment and displays are appropriately labelled.

As some children have access to ICT while others do not, teachers provide differentiation within the activities and different levels of support. Teachers also expect different outcomes depending on the children’s abilities. 



Cross Curricular Links  

ICT contributes to learning and teaching across all the subjects of the curriculum. 
For example:
· Science – using digital microscopes to look closely at insects or plants.
· Literacy – ICT is often used during literacy lessons to support and encourage speaking, listening and phonics, e.g., microphones or recordable cards are used frequently, especially to encourage speaking and listening. 
· Maths – children use ICT in mathematics to collect data, make predictions, analyse results and present information graphically.
· Personal, social and emotional development – children learn to work cooperatively and learn how to take turns and share different resources. Children with a better understanding of computers often support children who need more practice and time to learn new skills. 
· Understanding of the world - finding out about how things work, e.g. some devices need batteries and some need electricity. 
 We also use a wide range of good quality educational websites and software to support children’s learning across the curriculum. 

Equal opportunity 

All children are given access to the ICT curriculum regardless of class, gender and race. 

Inclusion

At Blue gate Fields Infant School ICT is taught to all pupils regardless their abilities.  Differentiation is used in planning, teaching and assessment. The activities and expectations are tailored to children’s needs and abilities to achieve their full potential. The activities are of different complexity and additional support is provided if needed.  ICT is a great support while teaching EAL children. A number of activities are interactive and support speaking and listening skills. 
Planning and teaching takes into account the targets laid out in children’s Personal Support Plans

Assessment 

The class teachers are aware of skills being taught in ICT that are set in the medium term planning. Teachers assess children’s work and progress informally. The assessment is used to inform the planning and to provide any additional support if needed.  The class teachers identify children who need extension or are underachieving and plan appropriate activities to suit their needs and abilities. 


Standards 

At the end of reception, children are assessed using the Early Learning Goals for   Understanding the World – Technology. 

The national curriculum for computing aims to ensure that all pupils: 
· can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation 
· can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of writing computer programs in order to solve such problems 
· can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to solve problems 
· are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and communication technology.


Subject content Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught to: 
· understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as programs on digital devices; and that programs execute by following precise and unambiguous instructions 
· create and debug simple programs 
· use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs 
· use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content  
· recognise common uses of information technology beyond school 
· use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns about content or contact on the internet or other online technologies.

The ICT manager also completed coding sessions with KS1 pupils throughout the year.

Monitoring  

The planning is monitored and reviewed each term and changes are made if necessary. The Middle Leaders discuss the use of ICT, and any problems that arise with resources, with other teachers and the headteacher. The Middle Leaders oversee the teaching and learning of ICT within their subject area. The information gathered from discussions and monitoring helps to identify areas of strength as well as those for development. 

Involving parents 

Blue Gate Fields Infant school offers parent workshops where they can learn key skills and the importance of E-Safety to ensure children are kept safe at home as well as in school.

Each term, our parental engagement officer hosts a workshop for parents, e.g. online safety with visiting speakers, letting children use mobile phones safely etc. The parents value these opportunities to develop their knowledge.

Parents are also encouraged to visit our school website where they can find useful information (including E-safety), links, look at some photos and work that children have done. 

This ICT policy was approved by governors in April 2024 and signed by the chair of governors.

……………………………….. …………………. Chair of governors.

…………………………………………………….  Date

It will be reviewed in April 2026 or sooner in the case of any major changes. 
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