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Aims
The principal aim of RE is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant human questions which religion and worldviews address, so that they can develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as well as develop responses of their own.
The curriculum for RE aims to ensure that all pupils:

· know about and understand a range of religious and non-religious worldviews

· express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and non-religious worldviews
· gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and non-religious worldviews
Objectives   
To provide opportunities for pupils to:

· learn to talk and write with knowledge, understanding and empathy about religious and other beliefs, including their own,
· enrich their own creativity by engaging with the creative aspects of the religions they study, 

· listen to and learn from those whose perspective is different to their own,
· problem solve through exploring questions of meaning and purpose. 
Planning 
At Blue Gate Fields we use The Tower Hamlets Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in conjunction with some resources from Understanding Christianity. The overview can be found at the end of this policy. The Tower Hamlets Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2022-2027 prescribes a minimum number of religions to be studied as follows:  

Foundation Stage – Children will encounter Christianity and people of other faiths, as part of their growing sense of self, their own community and their place within it.
Key Stage 1 – Christians, Muslims or Jewish people. 
Planning for RE is topic based. The topics are chosen from the units of study suggested in the Tower Hamlets agreed syllabus using the guidance provided. Long term planning sets out the topics for each half term for EYFS, Y1 and Y2, following the guidance given in the syllabus. Medium term planning is written by EYFS, Y1 and Y2 staff to elaborate how each topic will be taught as a block. Topics are revisited each year, with previous work being built on and extended.
Teaching 
A minimum 5% of curriculum time is required for teaching religious education (this does not include nursery).  In practice this amounts to 36 hours of tuition for Reception and KS1 during the year. 
EYFS

RE has many cross-curricular links within the EYFS curriculum. Children learn about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions as set out in the Early Learning Goals. Pupils have the opportunity to develop and consolidate their learning through continuous provision, sharing 

personal experiences and group activities to explore festivals, celebrations, places and objects.
In Reception, children attend one assembly a week in the hall and have at least two carpet sessions a week, either a circle time or time devoted to the topic for that half term.  
KS1
In KS1, RE is taught in clearly identifiable time - one or two weeks of RE lessons focussed on the topic for the half term. Children also have one assembly in the hall each week plus one more class assembly every term
There are also two RE days across the whole school that complement the programme of study – one in Autumn 2 and one in Spring 2. 
Children can record using the spoken word, writing, drama, drawings and paintings and photographs. Video clips and DVDs relating to other faiths, listening to stories, opportunities to talk to and question members of different faiths, handling artefacts, learning songs and dances connected with different festivals and making food eaten at different celebrations are all important ways in which children can experience and learn about and from different religious traditions.  
In Reception and Year 1 the children visit a church. The Children’s pastor from St Paul’s Church in Shadwell also comes into school to talk about Easter and Christmas. In addition, Year 1 children visit a mosque. Year 2 children are visited by Leon Silver, the president of the East London Central Synagogue. These visits provide first hand experiences of the buildings, symbols and beliefs of different faith communities and an opportunity to meet people for whom these are important. 

Cross Curricular Links  
Personal, social and emotional development: children are encouraged to reflect on their own experiences and feelings and those of others during circle times.
Literacy: children are exposed to and use a variety of literary genres: for example, in Reception writing cards for their families to mark different festivals, and in KS1 writing recounts of any visits to the mosque or church and recording facts they have learnt about different faiths. 
ICT:  researching facts about different faiths and festivals using computers and watching educational videos.
Knowledge of the world: finding out about and experiencing aspects of different cultures, including buildings, dress, food and artefacts. 
Creative: exploring the art, music, drama and dance of other cultures and using these media to express their responses.
Equal opportunity 
All children are given access to the RE curriculum:  it is open to male and female pupils, believers of religious traditions, all ethnic, racial or cultural groups, those who are unsure about religion and faith, and those who have no religious faith.  
Inclusion including provision for gifted and talented, EAL and SEN.
Religious education is a compulsory, core subject of the basic curriculum, and all pupils who are not withdrawn from RE by the wishes of their parents take part in it. Pupils have a wide range of abilities, experiences, backgrounds and needs. Differentiation is used in planning, teaching and assessment to match the challenge of RE work to individual learners’ needs through: 
· providing imaginative, open-ended learning experiences

· providing resources and tasks of differing complexity                   
· using support staff to support the work of individual children or groups of children.
Planning and teaching takes into account the targets laid out in children’s Individual Education Plans. 
Right of withdrawal 
This was first granted when religious education was religious instruction and carried with it the connotation of induction into the Christian faith. RE has been very different from this for some time and it is now inclusive and wide-ranging. However, parents still have the right to withdraw their children from RE on the grounds that they wish to provide their own religious education. We encourage parents to contact the RE lead if they have any concerns about RE provision and practice at the school. We believe it is good practice to talk to parents to ensure that they understand the aims and value of RE before honouring this right. 
Assessment 

In Early Years observations for individual children are kept in the online journal Tapestry. At the end of Reception, children are assessed using the Early Learning Goals, and in particular the goals for Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Understanding the World. 
In KS1 teachers assess the children’s work by making judgments as they observe them during lessons and their group work. Teachers’ observations and judgments are used for adapting and planning next sessions if necessary to ensure that lessons meet children’s needs. At the end of each half term teachers are asked to assess whether children are working at ‘greater depth’, ‘expected’ or ‘working towards’ level. 
In addition, each class has a floor book where pictures from special days/occasions are included. 
At the end of KS1 most children will have achieved expected level. Work samples across the ability range (which may be written work, photographs with comments, art work, adult scribing of children’s responses etc) are collected during each half term topic and filed in the children’s topic folder. 
Involving parents 
Parents are invited to the Eid and Christmas assemblies and parties. The children make cards connected with different festivals to take home for their families.
……………………………….…………………. Chair of governors.

…………………………………………………….  Date

	 
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Nursery 
	Diwali
Do you know any Bible stories?

	Christmas
Who is special to you and why?

	Chinese New Year
Where is special to me?

	Easter
What special times have you had? What do other people celebrate?
	Eid
What makes us feel special? What makes Christians feel special to God?
	What story do Christians tell about the creation of the world?

	Reception
	F1 Which stories are special and why?
What are the similarities and differences between different people’s special stories?
	F4 Which times are special and why?
What can we say about Christmas and Diwali?

	F3 Which places are special and why?
What is important in a church and a mosque? How are holy buildings similar and different?
	F2 Which people are special and why?
What is a good friend like? How did Jesus make some very special friends?
	F5 Where do we belong?
How is a baby welcomed into the Muslim religion?

	F6 What is special about our world?
What stories do Muslim people tell about God’s creation?

	
	Christians, Hindus, Muslims
	Christians and Hindus
	Christians, Muslims
	Christians
	Christians and Muslims
	Christians, Hindus and Muslims


	Year 1
	Who is a Christian and what do they believe?  (part 1)
	How and why do we celebrate special times?
 (part 1)
(why do Christians give gifts at Christmas?)
	What makes some places sacred?
	Who is a Muslim and what do they believe?
 (part 1) 
	What does it mean to belong to a faith community?
	How should we care for others and the world and why does it matter? (part 1)

	
	Christians
	Christians
	Christians and Muslims 
	Muslims 
	Christians, Muslims 
	Christians, Muslims, Hindus

	Year 2
	Who is Jewish and what do they believe?
	How and why do we celebrate special times? (part 2)
(why does Christmas matter to Christians?)
	What can we learn from sacred books?
	Who is a Christian and what do they believe?  (part 2)
	Who is a Muslim and what do they believe? (part 2)
	How should we care for others and the world and why does it matter? (part 2)

	
	Jewish people 
	Christians
	Christians, Muslims and Jewish people
	Christians
	Muslims
	Christians, Muslims, Hindus 



Autumn 2 – Incarnation Day whole school (Why does Christmas matter to Christians?) 

Spring 2  - Salvation Day whole school (Why does Easter matter to Christians?)

The RE days are based on Understanding Christianity resources

Believing: religious beliefs


Expressing: religious forms of expressions


Living: religious practices and ways of living
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