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Intent

 At Blue Gate Fields Infants School we believe that Literacy is a fundamental life skill. Literacy develops children’s ability to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes. Children are enabled to express themselves creatively and imaginatively as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as of non-fiction and media texts. Through using high-quality texts, immersing children in vocabulary rich learning environments and ensuring curriculum expectations and the progression of skills are met, the children at Blue Gate Fields Infant School will be exposed to a language heavy, creative and continuous English curriculum which will not only enable them to become primary literate but will also develop a love of reading, creative writing and purposeful speaking and listening. All the skills of language are essential to participate fully as a member in society; only pupils who learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are able to effectively participate in wider society.
 

Aims
The overarching aim for English at Blue Gate Fields Infant School is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written language, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. Following the national curriculum for English, we aim to ensure that all pupils:
· read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate
· all children’s learning needs are met including those with additional needs or special educational needs or have a disability.
· Children evaluate their learning and know what they need to do to make progress.

Implementation:
Planning
At BGFI School we use the National Curriculum as the basis for implementing the statutory requirements of the programme of study for Literacy. We carry out the curriculum planning in Literacy in three phases. Each year group has a yearly framework identifying the content through the half termly topics. Our yearly teaching programme identifies the key objectives in literacy that we teach with purposeful cross-curricular links with other subjects.
Our medium-term/short term plans are adapted from the framework and give details of the main teaching objectives for each unit. These plans define what we teach, and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each unit covering a range of genres. Visits and visitors including theatre groups, trips, workshops and speakers are planned to enrich the curriculum.

These plans include weekly short term planning which details the objectives and the differentiated activities, including support, where appropriate. This is followed through with teacher assessment against the learning outcomes. Literacy planning also includes a grammar focus.
Guided reading occurs daily outside the literacy session and is based on a rotation during the week within the class between teacher and teaching assistant. Children are grouped according to ability and when not reading with an adult, the children are given a purposeful activity to do independently e.g. comprehension questions and follow-up activities.
All teachers have high expectations in the presentation of work in all areas of the curriculum. Handwriting plays an important part. See handwriting policy for further detail.
Phonics is taught daily for 20 minutes. The whole school follows the partnership phonics programme to make sure that all phonics is being covered. All staff follow the weekly planning provided in the partnership phonics programme in order for all pupils to make rapid progress through the cumulative stages of our programme, we ensure the teaching of synthetic phonics is systematic and progressive throughout the foundation stage and key stage one. Each adult teaches a phonics phase to a small group of children. Adults get the opportunity to cover a different phase with a different group of children every term.



Teaching

We strive to create an environment that will promote both reading and writing. In order to ensure that all pupils learn to be confident writers we encourage children to write creatively whilst teaching key writing skills explicitly and systematically. Wherever possible, writing is linked to the termly class topic and, therefore, the wider curriculum.

Developing a love of reading:

  Opportunities for reading are provided across the curriculum: topic books, blogs, class magazines etc. 
 Story time forms a key part of our teaching and we daily story time sessions during milk and fruit time as well as in the afternoons before home time. Much thought goes into the selection of texts to ensure exposure to high level vocabulary and exciting plotlines.
 We have a dedicated book corner area in each classroom. 
 We always celebrate World Book Day. 
. Children are expected to read every night at home.
 Children visit the library once a week to choose a book which they take home to read and also discuss and share in the classroom.

Spoken language 
The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Thus, the pupils at our school are read to and exposed to a variety of literature (fiction and non-fiction books) so that they can develop their vocabulary, knowledge and become independent speakers. Teachers at Blue Gate Fields ensure the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills through their planning of all curriculum subjects. At Blue Gate Fields, we want our children to speak clearly and confidently and believe that all the skills of language are essential for children to participate fully as a member of society.





The Foundation Stage
We teach Literacy in the Foundation Stage as an integral part of the school’s work. We relate the Literacy aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals and Foundation Stage Curriculum Guidance, which underpin the curriculum for children aged three to five. We give all children the opportunity:
•to talk and communicate in a widening range of situations
•to respond to adults and to each other
•to listen carefully
•to practise and extend their vocabulary and communication skills.
•to explore words and texts

Writing
•Writing for a wide range of purposes takes place each week.
•In EYFS children become immersed in an environment rich in print and use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum. All classrooms have a writing area and encourage writing in role play and all areas of the classroom. There are two focused writing sessions each week with the teacher or the teaching assistant based on the children’s interests or topic work.
•Children are encouraged to learn the common exception words according to the phonics stage that they are in.



Handwriting
Teachers model handwriting and teach pupils letter formation regularly and explicitly throughout the week in reception.


Phonics
· THEP  partnership (Phonics programme) is taught daily in EYFS. THE Partnership SSP Programme is taught in reception, and phonological awareness (e.g. Spot and suggest rhymes, count or clap syllables in a word, and recognise words with the same initial sound) is taught in nursery along with oral blending and segment/blending of CVC words to form a foundation for phonics teaching and learning in reception.

•Phonics is taught discretely and reinforced in contextualised opportunities as part of embedded practice.

Reading
Foundation stage classes enjoy and participate in whole class reading sessions outside the literacy hour. Children listen to a variety of texts during daily story time sessions. 

Guided Reading
As pupils move through the phonics programme, they will be reading materials that are closely matched to the learners’ phonics knowledge, both in school and at home (we use the Pearson phonics bug books).  In this way, pupils will be encouraged to use their phonics skills and knowledge as their primary reading strategy. As pupils find that they can decode words quickly and independently, they will read more and more so that the number of words they can read automatically builds up. Increasing the pace of reading is an important objective. In reception, guided reading takes place three times a week with the teacher, nursery nurse and the teaching assistant. The other two days are focused on writing. Here the teacher chooses a range of good quality, motivational texts for a group to read using reciprocal teaching. Pupils read with the teacher in a guided group session once a week and with the TA in a guided group session once a week. The school adult will write a comment on their group reading sheet. We encourage parents/carers to hear their child read at home and make regular comments to the teacher. Children who require additional support with reading receive more regular opportunities with another adult.
•All book corners reflect current topics and Literacy units. 
•Reading material is varied to reflect Literacy units, topics, personal choice and current affairs as well as topics that interest the children.
•All pupils and parents are actively encouraged and supported to enjoy home reading.

Key Stage One
We teach Literacy in key stage one as an integral part of the school’s work.
We know that children learn best when learning activities are well planned, ensuring progress in the short, medium and long term and differentiation offers all children the opportunity to make progress in Literacy learning.
Current Literacy learning at Blue Gate is related to specific Literacy objectives and contextualised learning.
•Short term planning is flexible and reflects assessment
• Exemplified text-types and writing units are used
• Banks of vocabulary and a working wall based display is used to support children’s learning
• Children are engaged through a wide range of modes such as: drama, oral presentation, visual, and kinaesthetic activities
• Children have access to reference material such as spelling dictionaries and thesauruses
• Drama and oracy offer daily opportunities for children to explore language around relevant concepts
• Talk for writing is used in partner and group situations. Discussion is modelled and structured
•Reading and writing skills are modelled and exemplifications displayed
•Reading and writing evidence across each phase is moderated termly, using an agreed whole school approach
•Marking reflects acknowledgement of achievement at all levels

Reading
Blue Gate aims for all children to read with confidence, fluency and understanding; have an interest in the written word and read for enjoyment; and employ a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct.
•In Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2), children begin to read fiction and non-fiction independently and with enthusiasm.
•Reading material is varied to reflect Literacy units, topics, personal choice and current affairs.
•Teachers in Key Stage One read to the whole class daily from narrative, non-narrative and extended texts.

Guided Reading
As we know the importance of all children reading well as soon as possible, we put a great emphasis on daily reading.
In year one and year two, guided reading takes place outside the Literacy hour for 30 minutes.
As pupils move through the phonics programme, they will be reading materials that are closely matched to the learners’ phonics knowledge, both in school and at home (we use the Pearson phonics bug books).  Once children have completed the phonics scheme or can read with confidence, then we use reciprocal techniques with recovery and big cat guided reading books to teach comprehension (vocabulary development, retrieval, sequencing, inference etc) Pupils read with the teacher in a guided group session once a week and with the TA in a guided group session once a week. The school adult will write a comment on their group  target reading sheet. We encourage parents/carers to hear their child read at home and make regular comments to the teacher. Children who require additional support with reading receive more regular opportunities with another adult.
•All pupils and parents are actively encouraged and supported to enjoy home reading.
•Key Stage One children change guided reading books once or twice a week depending on need.
•All classes have reading corners.
•All book corners reflect current topics and Literacy units.  
•All classes visit the school library weekly. Children are supported to choose reading material which will engage and challenge them.

Phonics
At BGFI school, we follow THEP Partnership Programme principles and practice across the EYFS and Key Stage One – this is supported by following lesson plans and resources provided by THEP (Tower Hamlets Education Partnership) to ensure fidelity to the programme and the effective delivery of phonics lessons.

Prior to beginning the programme of teaching GPCs (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences), activities concentrate on developing pupils’ speaking and listening skills, phonological awareness and the key skills of oral blending, segmenting and manipulation. These experiences are intended to be used as part of a broad and rich language curriculum that has speaking and listening at its centre, links language with physical and practical experiences, and provides an environment rich in print and abundant in opportunities to engage with high quality books. This phase paves the way for pupils to make a good start when they begin learning GPCs.

All Year One children take the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ - a statutory assessment required by legislation. Those who do not meet the pass mark will be given support and intervention programmes in Year Two, to provide them with sufficient knowledge and understanding to retake the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ and obtain a pass mark. 



Each Phonics lesson includes the following sections:
· Revise – Over learn the previous graphemes and words
· Hear – Introduce a new grapheme by tuning into its sound
· Read – Develop knowledge through reading focus GPC and words containing focus GPC
· Write – Accurately spell focus GPC in words containing GPC
· Apply – Use the focus GPC to read phrases/sentences or write dictated sentences to secure knowledge
· Assess – Monitor progress within each phase to inform planning


Writing
We provide authentic contexts for writing wherever possible, and maximise opportunities to develop writing skills across the curriculum. Teachers use a range of good quality and motivating texts as examples of writing in the particular genre pupils are studying. The teacher introduces new writing objectives through modelling and demonstration. For each text level objective children engage in supported, shared/guided writing and independent writing activities. During the course of the week the children do a balance of shared writing and guided writing. We teach process skills and children practise these regularly. Pupils should understand and be familiar with the codes used to mark their writing, so that they can develop their independence in editing, correcting their own work and when using the self-assessment. (see marking policy)
•At KS1 the children are encouraged to write independently and with enthusiasm. They use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.

Spelling
We recognise the importance of using multi-sensory spelling strategies and an investigative approach to spelling patterns and conventions. Pupils learn phonics through phonics partnership programme for 20 minutes daily in reception and year 1 and 2. All teachers at KS1 teach spelling conventions using a progressive spelling scheme( no nonsense spelling). 


Handwriting
Teachers model handwriting and teach pupils letter formation regularly and explicitly throughout the week. Teachers introduce joined handwriting when appropriate in KS1. KS1 use the Jarman scheme of handwriting.

Target Setting
General literacy targets are set every half term, which challenge them to develop at an appropriate pace. We share pupils’ targets with the children, and T.A.s, to work in partnership with them to support the child.

Contribution of Literacy in other Curriculum areas
The skills that children develop in Literacy are linked to, and applied in, every subject of our curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at school.

Mathematics
The teaching of Literacy contributes significantly to children’s mathematical understanding, in a variety of ways.
Children in the Foundation Stage develop their understanding of number, pattern, shape and space by talking about these matters with adults and other children as well as counting songs.
Children in Key Stage 1 experience stories and rhymes that involve counting and sequencing. They focus on new mathematical vocabulary according to the topic.
Children are also encouraged to use their language skills for reasoning.

Personal, social and health education (PSHE)
Literacy contributes to the teaching of PSHE and citizenship by encouraging children to take part in class and group discussions on topical issues.
Older children research and debate topical problems and events. They discuss lifestyle choices, and meet and talk with visitors who work within the school community.
Planned activities within the classroom also encourage children to work together and to respect each other’s views.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
Literacy contributes to all these areas:
The children learn to offer critical responses to the moral questions they meet in their work.
Their understanding and appreciation of a range of texts is developed through contact with texts from a diverse range of cultures.
The organisation of our lessons allows children to work together, and gives them the chance to discuss their ideas and results.

ICT
The use of information and communication technology, with clear learning objectives, will promote, enhance and support the teaching of Literacy at word, sentence and text level.
ICT is used at whole-class, group and independent level.
The screen projection of some texts enables them to be read and shared.
The projection of a word processor permits the writing process to be modelled effectively.
Groups can work at a computer and input text.
A range of software is used to develop specific grammatical and spelling skills.
Lessons can focus on what pupils have achieved using ICT, or ICT can provide the means of presenting their outcomes (via multimedia presentation).
A range of equipment such as digital cameras and sound recorders are used to promote speaking and listening and also prepare children for writing experiences
The Interactive Whiteboard is used regularly to model writing and use at an independent level and allows children to interact and engage with the writing process.



Equal Opportunity
Blue Gate Fields Infants School ensures that all pupils have access to the language curriculum. We aim to create effective learning environments that are relevant and motivating. We value the cultural and linguistic diversity of all pupils and aim to remove barriers to individual success.
At Blue Gate Fields Infants School we believe that language and literacy is fundamental to the overall development of the child and their access to the curriculum in all its aspects.

Inclusion including provision for gifted and talented, EAL and SEN.
Teachers respond to diverse learning needs and use a range of teaching strategies to engage and involve all pupils in lessons. These include:

· Modified activities
· Open activities
· Separate activities

 •Children who are new to learning English have individual planning based on their previous experiences.
•We ensure that the teachers and teaching assistants in our school have excellent knowledge in the principles, theory and progression of phonics which feeds into their teaching.
•We use an effective systematic, synthetic, high quality phonics programme
•The children enter a rich reading environment at Blue Gate Infants School, exploring a wide range of quality texts to support word recognition, comprehension and vocabulary development.
• We encourage comprehension and engagement in books through drama, book talk and response activities including artwork, story mapping and puppet theatre.
•Ongoing formative assessment is carried out which ensures an appropriate level of challenge for our children.
•We work in both ability and mixed ability groups in literacy with differentiated work appropriate for our pupil groupings, with effective intervention as necessary.

Thinking skills
Interactive teaching approaches which are aimed for all children including gifted and talented are, higher order questioning, and open/investigative activities which challenge pupils to develop the skills of reasoning and enquiry during lessons. We encourage pupils to think creatively about how they solve problems or suggest hypotheses. We encourage pupils to use language creatively for effect.

Assessment
EYFS
Monitoring, Observation, Assessment and Planning Planning within the EYFS is based loosely around topics which have stemmed from the children’s own interests. The plans include adult directed activities and enhancements to provision for both indoors and outdoors stating ‘what’ the provision is and ‘why’ it is being provided. Teachers use weekly focussed, objective led planning sheets which are linked to the EYFS curriculum and highlight individual children’s current achievement and next steps in the specific area of learning. We plan first hand experiences and provide opportunities for challenges appropriate to the development of the children. We make regular assessments of children’s learning and use this information to ensure that future planning reflects identify needs and next steps of learning. Assessment in the EYFS is based on observation, discussion, questioning and evidence of children’s independent learning. Valuable evidence of children’s learning is obtained through observation of both independent and targeted learning. These observations are undertaken by teachers and teaching assistants throughout the year using the Tapestry program and all contribute to building a unique learning journey for each child. They may also contain information provided by parents. Progress is tracked using the Development Matters document using the age bands to ascertain ‘typical’ or otherwise development. A gap / strength analysis is completed after baseline assessment, and at the end of each term. This provides information on where the greatest areas of need and strength are within the cohort and allows provision to directly reflect the identified needs. Each child’s level of development is recorded against 17 assessment scales derived from the ELGs (Early Learning Goals). Within the final term of the EYFS, a written summary is provided to parents, reporting the children’s progress against the ELG’s and their characteristics of effective learning. We give opportunities for the parents to discuss these judgements with their EYFS teacher.

KS1
Formative assessment is ongoing and used to adapt planning and teaching. Summative assessment takes place at the end of each term.
In the foundation stage children are assessed on the EYFS profile. In Foundation Stage, summative assessment take place each term in all areas of the Foundation Stage curriculum.
The teachers moderate their assessments across the year groups and then during the summer term the literacy coordinator does running records with selected children to ensure consistency of levels across reception. In year 1&2 writing is assessed using Teacher assessment exemplification: KS1 English writing as well as the teacher assessment framework in conjunction with the writing tool for ks1 by The Tower Hamlets Education partnership. Teachers use their knowledge of the child’s achievements as well as examples of work to agree a ‘best fit’ level.
Children are assessed using BM benchmarks running records for reading. Year 2 also moderate their assessments at the end of the school year to ensure consistency. Year 1 take the end of year Phonics test in June. Children in Year 2  take end of Key Stage national tests. 


Standards and progress

In order to sustain the high level of attainment our ‘expected’ levels of progress are deliberately challenging. We acknowledge that some children, particularly those with additional needs, may not make the expected progress each term.

Nursery
For each ELG, teachers must judge whether a child is:
*meeting the level of development expected at the end of the EYFS (expected) or
*not yet reaching this level (emerging)

	 
	Attainment at end of Nursery

	Below
	12
3-4 Years 
Range 5


	Expected
	13
3-4 Years 
Range 5





 Reception

	Attainment at end of Reception
	

	
below
	
15
4-5 Years
Range 5
	

	
expected
	
16
(Expected)
4-5 Years
Range 6
	Statutory ELG: Word Reading
Children at the expected level of development will:
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10
digraphs;
- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound blending;
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with
their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.

Statutory ELG: Writing
Children at the expected level of development will:
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;
- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the
sounds with a letter or letters;
- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.




Year 1
In year 1 the expected is 19 points. Children working in greater depth are at 20 points and children working below the expected level for year 1 are working at 18points or below.

Year 2
In year the expected is 22 points. Children working in greater depth are at 23 points and children working below the expected level for year 2 are working at 121points or below.
Children write SATS at the end of year 2. These include:
Reading (two papers)
Spelling
Grammar
Numeracy (calculation and reasoning paper)

SEND
Since the removal of Levels (2014) and P Levels (2018), we have decided as a school to use B-Squared Connecting Steps, which is an ongoing assessment tool to show progress for pupils working below age related expectations (ARE). B-Squared breaks down the curriculum into smaller steps, this breakdown helps to show progress, plan the next steps and shows a true picture of the child's strengths and areas for focus.


	
	
                    Learning skills
Year 1
*Traditional tales (2 wks per term)
Character profile and oral retelling.
Children write own version of traditional
tale using a series of complete sentences organised into chronological order.

*Stories with repetitive patterns or
 structure(2x2wks)
Children can write simple sentences using patterned language, words and phrases
taken from familiar stories.

*Stories from other cultures (2x2weeks)
Children can plan and write an innovated
 story based on a focus text from another
 culture.
They can begin to use past tense, third
person, add detail to add interest and
 some may include dialogue.

*Fantasy (3 wks)
Children can compose sentences correctly demarcated by
capital letters and full stop. They can 
write a story with the events organised
sequentially into problem and resolution.
Children can produce own fantasy story.

*Stories by a significant author (2wks)
To be able to plan and write a new story
 bases on a character from one of the
stories. Children  begin to use the past
 tense, third person, add detail to add
 interest and some may include dialogue.

*Lists,labels,captions,menus,invitations
 (1 per term)
Children write a caption (invitation,postcard,glossary) in a
complete sentence or sentences with
capital letter and a full stop. Children 
write  sentence captions, first as 
supported writing and then independently. With each term the challenge for these sessions
should be provided as appropriate.

*Recount of familiar events (2 wks)
Children can order events correctly. They
 can write simple sentences chronologically
 in the past tense and use some
time connectives.

*Instructions (2x2wks)
Children can read and follow simple
 instructions written by
their peers (eg a recipe). They can write
 the next step in a
sequence of instructions with support.
They can write at least three instructions
 in a well-rehearsed
Sequence independently.


*Non-chronological report ( 2x2weeks)
Children make an information booklet. 
They can write simple
sentences for an information text in an appropriate style.
They write their own pages of an
information book, using
Digital photographs to support the writing
 and illustrate text.



	
Learning skills
Year 2
*Traditional tales (2 wks per term)
Children to produce own written version of
 a traditional tale with a twist
 based on their own experiences.

*Stories set in a familiar setting (2x2wks)
Children can plan and write own stories
 based on their own experiences.
Children can make predictions about
characters actions.
*Fables (2x2wks)
Children can plan and write own fable
 bases on learning throughout the
unit. Children can identify temporal
 connectives and begin to use them
in their own story telling. Children can 
tell the fable from a character’s
point of view.

*Extended stories linked to topic/
theme (2x2wks)
Children can make predictions about a
 text and discuss the ways
characters develop across a story.
 Children can write an extended
narrative with a logical sequence of
 events, sentences grouped together
temporal connectives, consistent use of the
 third person and past tense.

*Stories by a significant author (3wks)
Children are able to write a sustained 
story about a familiar character.
Children able to plan own story, 
consistentuse of third person and past tense,                    of description of settings and
 characters, some dialogue.
*Advert/posters (2x2 weeks)
Children can plan and create an


advert or poster for a chosen audience. They
 can organise their own ideas to support
 writing and can include appropriate 
structure and language features for their 
advert of poster.
 
*Recount (letters) (2weeks)
Children can identify the key features
 of letters and a recount. They
can generate appropriate ideas that 
could be included in a letter for a
specific purpose and audience. They can
evaluate their own work.
*Instructions (2x2wks)
Children can effectively give oral
instructions in the correct sequence.
They can identify language features of
 instructions in a set of written 
instructions.
Children can write a set of instructions
 To be followed by another child or
 Understood by a character from a chosen
 narrative unit.
Children use appropriate tense 
consistently,indicate sequence clearly
 (ie numbering or sequencing words) 
include a detailed diagram.
*Non-chronological report ( 2x2weeks)
Children can identify main features of 
An information text including 
Grammatical features and key vocabulary.
 They can organise their ideas into
 general themes, sub-headings, key
 details and information . 
	

	
Narrative and poetry
	
*Traditional nursery rhymes and poems
 (2 weeks)
Children can identify themes and
 characters in traditional
rhymes, making simple links between
different texts.
They can begin to innovate on traditional
 rhymes, making
alterations and substitutions. They can
 make playful language
choices.

*Poems to recite (2 wks)
Children have a nursery rhyme committed
 to memory. They
can perform for an audience (ie assembly).



*Poems bases upon a theme/topic (2 wks)
Children can use model texts as a basis for
 their own writing.
They can write simple poems on a given
theme using repeat-
ing phrases and simple patterns. Children
 can edit and
improve their writing.



	
*Explanations (3 wks)
Children can recognise the structure and
 language features of an
explanation text. The can make choices about
 the best way to present
information in an explanation text (title,
opening, main point, ending),
using flow charts and diagrams. Children
present their information as a written text
and as an oral presentation using flow chart or diagram for support to be presented to an
agreed audience.

*Poems with structure (2 wks)
Children can perform poems, selecting
appropriate actions and sound
Effects to enhance meaning. Children 
Can recognise and begin to apply
 Different poetic features in riddles 
   (alliteration, onomatopoeia,  and word
    play).


*Classic poetry (2wks)
Children demonstrate that they can
 work as a member of a group to plan
Perform and evaluate a choral
 Performance of a poem. They 
Demonstrate that they are able to
 evaluate and improve their 
performance in the light of comments 
from others.

*Poems bases upon a theme/topic (2 wks)
Children write their own structured
 Poems based on a theme (senses)
Using repeating phrases or structures
 To help them express their ideas.
They can edit and improve their own 
work. They can perform for an audience.

*Advert/posters (2x2 wks)
Children can plan and create an advert or
 poster for chosen audience.
They can organise their own ideas to
support writing and can include
appropriate structure and language
features for their advert or poster.




KS1 Learning skills

	Word
Year 1
	SENTENCE
Year 1
	TEXT
Year 1
	PUNCTUATION
Year 1

	*Regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es [for example, dog, dogs; wish, wishes], including the effects of these suffixes on the meaning of the noun
*Suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is needed in the spelling of root words (e.g. helping, helped, helper)
*How the prefix un– changes the meaning of vrbs and adjectives [negation,

	*How words can combine to make sentences
*Joining words and joining clauses using and
	*Sequencing sentences to form short narratives
	*Separation of words with spaces
*Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences
*Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun I



	Year
	GRAMMAR Objectives
	Example
	Terminology
	Level of importance
	

	1
	
Using full stops and capital letters to demarcate sentences

	We sailed to the land where the wild things are.
	Sentence
Word
Letter
Capital letter
Full stop
	High
	

	1
	
Use capital letters for proper names
	My name is Rosie and I have a dog called Woof.
	Name
Capital letter
	High
	

	1
	Using ‘and’ to join sentences
	

Using ‘and’ to join sentences


	Joining words
	high
	

	1
	
Using a question mark at the end of a sentence to indicate a question

	Why did Max want to come home?
	Question
Question mark
	high
	

	1
	Using an exclamation mark at the end of a sentence to indicate an exclamation

	There was a terrible mess!
	Exclamation
Exclamation mark
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	WORD
Year 2
	SENTENCE
Year 2
	TEXT
Year 2
	PUNCTUATION
Year 2

	
 Formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er and by compounding [for example, whiteboard, superman]
 Formation of adjectives using suffixes such as –ful, –less
 Use of the suffixes –er, –est in adjectives and the use of –ly in Standard English to turn adjectives into adverbs

	Subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (using or, and, but)
Expanded noun phrases for description and specification [for example, the blue butterfly, plain flour, the man in the moon]
How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, exclamation or command
	Correct choice and consistent use of present tense and past tense throughout writing
Use of the progressive form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark actions in progress [for example, she is drumming, he was shouting]
	Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences
Commas to separate items in a list
Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name]



	Year
	GRAMMAR Objectives

	Example
	Terminology

	2
	Demarcate sentences using capital letters at the start and full stops, exclamation or question marks at the end.
	The endangered animals we are looking at are: tigers, pandas, whales and cheetahs.
	Sentence
Capital letter
Full stop
Question mark
Exclamation mark

	2
	Use commas in making lists
	The endangered animals we are looking at are: tigers, pandas, whales and cheetahs.
	comma

	2
	Use adjectives to describe nouns
	The wild tiger, the black bear and the swimming whale.
	Noun
Adjective

	2
	Use conjunctions to join ideas in longer sentences
Co-ordination: using ‘and’, ‘or’ and ‘but’ (Compound)
Subordination: using ‘when’, ‘where’, ‘if’, ‘that’ and ‘because’ (Complex)
	Children need to start using compound and complex
sentences in their writing: When the tiger came to tea,
he ate up all the food and drank up all the water.
If another tiger comes to tea, we have some tins of
 Tiger-food.

	2
	Use and distinguish past and present text
	In a story it is often past tense: The tiger went to the cupboard and took out all the tins. He drank up all the water in the tap.
In a description of something which is true now, it is present tense. My favourite colour is red. I like playing princesses and magic games best.
	Verb
Tense
Past
Present

	2
	Use adjectival phrases to describe nouns
	The tiger that came to tea was lovely and gentle.

	2
	Use apostrophes for contracted forms – relate this to differences between spoken & written English
	Encourage children to write speech in a realistic way, e.g. I don’t want to come home!
	Apostrophe




Coverage of THEP partnership phonics programme for Blue Gate Fields Infants.

Nursery-Phase1
Summer – begin phase 2 for more able children

Reception
Autumn-Phase 2 Phase 3 (more able children)
Spring-Phase 3 Phase 4 (more able children)
Summer- finish Phase4 begin Phase 5

Year 1-
Autumn-Transition- Phase 5
Spring-Phase 5
Summer- finish phase 5 begin Phase 6

Year 2-
Autumn 1-Recap. Phase 5-one a day for the first half term
Autumn 2 Onwards-Phase 6

Monitoring
It is the responsibility of the Literacy co-ordinator working with the Senior Leadership Team, to monitor the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in literacy at Blue Gate Fields Infants School. This is achieved by peer monitoring by the subject co-ordinator or a member of the SLT. Both written and verbal feedback is given to the teacher. A copy of which is given to the SLT. Planning for each of the key stages is regularly monitored and written or verbal feedback is given to help improve this further. Levels are moderated across the year group to ensure consistency in regular meetings. The literacy co-ordinator is responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of literacy, for being informed about current developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. An action plan is written and reviewed annually.

Involving Parents

The relationship between the parents, school and child is a crucial one. At Blue Gate Field Infant School we involve parents with their child’s literacy in the following ways:

·  Inviting parents in for book week activities.
· Providing stimulating books for the children to take home with a reading record for the parents to write if they wish.
· Training sessions for parents e.g. supporting reading at home, phonics sessions etc.
· Parent courses e.g. Literacy and maths.
· Attending class assemblies.
 

Impact

At Blue Gate Fields Infant school, we believe that our English education will equip our children with skills that will carry them through life. We will develop confident individuals who can talk effectively in order to express themselves and their opinions, read to obtain information and for pleasure and with a level of writing ability that allows them to be successful in further education and their adult lives. Due to teacher’s level of differentiation and personalised learning, all groups of abilities will make good progress. Children will explore the creativity of writing techniques, take risks with their choices and solve problems in both reading and writing. Through applying a consistent expectation of English across the whole curriculum and the whole school, children are encouraged for all of their work to be the best that it can be. As all aspects of English are a primary part of the curriculum, cross curricular writing is excellent and skills taught in English lessons are transferred into other subjects; this shows a consolidation of skills and an in-depth understanding of how and when to use specific grammar, punctuation and spelling objectives. Here at our school, we provide opportunities for children to speak, listen, read and write for a wide range of purposes. Literacy builds on the children’s skills and ability for independent learning and for them to flourish as whole individuals, not only within the school but also within the wider community.





This Literacy policy was approved by governors and signed by the chair of governors.

……………………………….. …………………. Chair of governors.

…………………………………………………….  Date


































	Book band colour
	Number of words
	Reading recovery level
	NC
points
	Phonics

	Phonics set
	Term
	

	Pink
	-25
	
	EYFS
	Phase2
	1-5
	Reception
	Autumn

	Red
	24-45
45-80
	
	16
	Phase3
	6-8
	Reception
	Autumn / spring

	
	
	
	
	
	9-11
	Reception
	spring

	Yellow
	80-120
	
	17
	Phase 4
	12
	Reception
	Summer

	Blue
	100-200
	L9 –L11
	17
	Phase 5
	13-20
	Year 1
	Autumn/Spring

	Green
	200-300
	L12-L14
	18
	Phase 5
	25-25
	Year 1
	Spring/summer

	Orange
	300-450
	L15-L16
	19
	Phase 5
	26-27
	Year 1
	Summer

	Turquoise
	450-600
	L17-L18
	19
	Phase 5
	beyond
	Year 1
	summer

	Purple
	600-850
	L19-L20
	20
	
	
	
	

	Gold
	850-1100
	L21-L22
	21
	
	
	
	

	White
	1100-1500
	L23-L24
	22
	
	
	
	

	Lime
	1500-2000
	L25-L26
	23
	
	
	
	

	
Reception (end of year)
Red  book band = expected pt 16
Yellow  book band =  pt 17 (phase 4 phonics)

Year 1 (end of year)
Turquoise book band = expected pt 19
Purple book band = GD pt 20

Year 2 (end of year)
White book band = expected pt 22
Lime book band = GD pt 23
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