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Reading at home 
Your child will have a book bag that they will bring home from school.   
 
It will contain books for reading. 
 
One book will be a ‘learning to read by myself’ book and one book will be a library book your child has 
chosen to enjoy with you.   
 
To become a confident reader your child needs to practise reading AND be read to. 
 
 

 
 
 
Your child may also bring home a phonics sound mat and words to read. 
 
The sound mat will help your child remember what sound the letters are making. 
 
The words to read will help your child become confident to read words with letter combinations that are 
newly taught or tricky for them. 
 
Your child’s school may ask you to sign a reading diary to let the teacher know your child read their 
‘learning to read by myself’ book and that someone at home read their ‘own choice’ library book with 
them. 
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‘Learning to read by myself’ book 
This book will contain words that your child can read or ‘sound out’ and then read. 
Your child may bring the same book home over a couple of evenings.  This is because re-reading helps 
your child become confident and more fluent. 
 

1. Read the title 
▪ Your child may talk about the pictures on the cover. 
 

           
 

2. Read the sounds and words on the inside 
cover 

▪ Your child may ‘sound out’ then read each 
word, they may correctly read the word 
straight away. 

▪ If your child mis-reads a word, encourage 
them to go back and use their sound 
knowledge to read the word accurately. 
 

 
 

3. Read the sentences on each page 
▪ Your child may ‘sound out’ some words 

before reading them straight off.  This is fine.  
▪ Encourage them to go back and re-read the 

whole sentence again – this helps with 
understanding each sentence. 

 

 
 

4. Talk about the book when your child has read it 
▪ Ask your child to tell you about the book. 
▪ Your child may want to read it again.  This is fine.   
▪ Re-reading helps improve fluency. 

 
The Bug Club Phonics books referred to are taken from the DfE validated Bug Club Phonics Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
Programme produced by Pearson Education Limited. 
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‘Own choice’ library book 

 
 

This book will feed the imagination.  This book may provide facts and information. 
This book may not have any words. 

 
This book has been chosen by your child.  
▪ They want to share this book and have this book read to them. 
▪ This book will contain words that your child may not be able to read by themselves. 
 
Enjoy this book with your child.   
 
Read it to them. 
 
Talk about the book:  
▪ What do you think might happen in this story? 

▪ Did they have a favourite character?   
▪ If the main character in that story lived next door, would you be friends? 
▪ What did they find most interesting?   
▪ Did anything make them laugh? 
▪ What questions did they ask? 
▪ Did the book link to their own experiences? 
 
Read a favourite book over and over again. 
 
 

Useful book websites 

 
http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/  

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-
fun/storybooks-and-games/  

 
https://storylineonline.net/  

    

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-
index/zhwdgwx  

http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/
https://storylineonline.net/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
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Understanding phonics 
Reading words 
 
Your child will use their phonics knowledge to read words. 
 
Phonics is the matching of sounds to letters and groups of letters and then blending the sounds 
together to read words. 
 
 

                          
 
 

      
 
 
 
There are 26 letters in the alphabet.   
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There are 44 English speech sounds.  This means the same letter, or group of letters can represent more 
than one sound. 
 
Each sound has been given a picture to help your child say the sound correctly. 
 
Consonants sounds 

 
 
 
Short vowel sounds 

 
 
 
Long vowel sounds 

 
 
 

If you want to want to hear how to say the sounds, use these links: 
 

   
https://youtu.be/6DE37N5LE_8  https://youtu.be/oxVUGHj2MuM  https://youtu.be/fSPGOjZq2Dc  

 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/6DE37N5LE_8
https://youtu.be/oxVUGHj2MuM
https://youtu.be/fSPGOjZq2Dc
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There are four key concepts that we teach to all pupils, these are:  
1. Letters are symbols (spellings) that represent sounds. 
2. A sound may be spelled by one, two, three or four letters: 

E.g. dog   street   night   eight 
3. The same sound can be spelled in more than one way: 

E.g. rain   acorn   cake   day 
4. Many spellings can represent more than one sound: 

E.g. head   seat   break 
 
 
The phonics programme progresses from simple to more complex phonic knowledge and skills.   
 
When your child completes the programme, they will have learned all the major GPCs (grapheme-
phoneme correspondences) in English. 
 
The programme begins with: 

 
 
Once your child can read /s/  /a/  /t/  /p/, they will start reading words. 
 

 

Sometimes the word has the sound buttons added to help 
your child see each sound. 
 
The aim for your child to read words without the sound 
buttons. 

 

 
There are also some words which contain sound combinations your child has not yet learned. 
These are called tricky words. 
Your child is told why they are tricky with the letter/sound combination explained in school. 
 
For example 

 

 
In the word ‘is’, the ‘s’ makes a /z/ sound. 
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At the end of set 2, your child will begin reading books that use the 8 sounds they have learned and the 
2 tricky words. 
 
Your child will learn to read sentences. 
 

 

 
 
“If you sound out a word, re-read the word 
and start the sentence again.” 
 

 
By the end of set 5, your child will be able to read several ‘learning to read my myself’ books 
independently. 
 
If they read at home every day, they will become more confident and fluent readers. 
 
 
The programme moves on to teach: 

 
 
The ‘learning to read by myself’ books develop with the programme, so your child is always reading 
books that contain what they know. 
 

 
 
“If you sound out a word, re-read the word and start the sentence again.” 
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Spelling words 
As your child is learning phonics, they will be learning how to use their growing phonic knowledge to 
spell words. 
 
When your child wants to spell a word, they will think about all the sounds in the word, one by one. 
 
Then, they will match a sound-spelling to each sound to write the word.   
 
 

 
 
As their knowledge grows, their spelling will grow in accuracy. 
 
Your child will move from spelling words to writing sentences. 
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Letter formation 
The pictures used to teach your child letter sounds, also help to teach letter formation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Terminology your child might use: 
 
 

                                              
 
 
 

 
 
 



©THE Partnership Phonics Programme: A guide for reading with you child at home (September 2022)                                      11 
 

 
Here are all the letter combinations your child will learn: 
 
Consonants 
 

 
 
Short vowels 
 

 
 
Long vowels 
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