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Reading with your child is vital. Research shows that it's the single most important thing you can do to help your child's education. It's best to read little and often, so try to put aside some time for it every day.
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Reading stories to children 
The following has been taken from the reading framework and provides tips on how to best support your children with reading.

Introduction 
Your child will bring home two books. One is for your child to read to you. This is their guided reading book. It has been carefully chosen so that they can work out all the words. 
The other book is a library book that has words 
your child may not be able to read yet. It is for you to read to your child and talk about together. 

How to read a story to your child 
If you can find the time beforehand, read the read-aloud book to yourself first, so you can think about how you’re going to read it to your child.  On the first reading: 
• Make reading aloud feel like a treat. Make it a special quiet time and cuddle up so you can both see the book.  
• Show curiosity about what you’re going to read: ‘This book looks interesting. 
It’s about an angry child. I wonder how angry he gets...’ 
• Read through the whole story the first time without stopping too much. Let the story weave its own magic. 
• Read with enjoyment. If you’re not enjoying it, your child won’t. Read favourite stories over and over again.  On later readings: 
• Let your child pause, think about and comment on the pictures. 
• If you think your child did not understand something, try to explain: ‘Oh! I think what’s happening here is that...’ 
• Chat about the story and pictures: ‘I wonder why she did that?’; ‘Oh no, I hope she’s not going to...’; ‘I wouldn’t have done that, would you?’ 
• Link the stories to your own family experiences: ‘This reminds me of when ...’ 
• Link stories to others that your child knows: ‘Ah! Do you remember the dragon in ....? Do you remember what happened to him?’ 
• Encourage your child to join in with the bits they know.
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Tips for helping your child to enjoy books:
· Encourage your child to pretend to 'read' a book before he or she can read words.
· Visit the library as often as possible
· Schedule a regular time for reading - perhaps when you get home from school or just before bed. Make sure you record a comment in their reading record.
· Buy dual-language books if English isn’t your family’s first language - you can talk about books and stories, and develop a love for them, in any language.
· Look for books on topics that you know your child is interested in - maybe dragons, insects, cookery or a certain sport.
· Make sure that children’s books are easily accessible in different rooms around your house.
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